
We’d like to ^ 
apologize in advance 
for anything we might 
say or do tonight. 
We’ll be back Friday. 
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Tuesday’s winner: 

“Look, you can flip 
people off and they 
don’t even know!” 
-Janet 


Write a song for G-Rod 


While out jogging recently, Gov. Blagojevich told a 
Tribune reporter he runs because “it keeps love in 
your heart.” 

Red Eye saw those words and instantly thought 
song. 

So let’s make it into one. 

Here’s our challenge to Chicago’s aspiring 
songwriters: Take the lyric “Keep Love In Your Heart” 
and create a song using it. It can be the title, or just 
part of a verse, but it must be included in an original 
song about Gov. Blagojevich. Check out redeyechicagoxom for more. 

Our staff will choose finalists and a winner. This isn’t a contest to write new lyrics to an 
existing song. We want you to create an original song. And the winner will perform the song 
live on the WGN Midday News. That’s live! The deadline is Jan. 5. Please e-mail complete 
songs to blagolove@yahooxom. Send questions to sklelnberg@trlbunexom. 


Aye, aye caption 


Text us a funny caption for the photo above and we’ll 
print the best in an upcoming RedEye. To give it a shot, 
text the word “caption” followed by your brief caption 
and your name to 47383. Good luck! 


WHAT*S THE DEAL? 

Room 

service 

If your New Year’s 
resolution is to get out of 
the house a little more, 
Affinia Hotels just might 
have the incentive to 
kick-start your year. From 
Jan. 5-13, book rooms 
at any of six hotels in 
Chicago, New York and 
Washington, D.C.,for 
up to 45 percent off 
standard rates. If you’re 
looking to get closer to 
Michigan Avenue, then 
try Affinia Chicago (166 
East Superior St.) starting 
at $99 a night. For the 
more adventurous, rates 
start at $149 in New York 
and $109 in D.C. The 
special rates are available 
only by booking through 
affiniaxom. 

•Got a deal that you 
want to see in RedEye? 
E-mail rltaredeye@ 
tribunexom. 


To wear 

Shop for 
Jewish- 
inspired and 
other secu- 
lar but funny 
T-shirts at 
kosherham. 
com. 

To party 

Win tickets 
to a Winter Classic hockey game 
afterparty at Metro (3730 N. Clark 
St.) on Thursday. Send your full 
name, age and phone number to 
redeyeevents@trlbunexom by 
noon Wednesday. Five winners will 
be awarded a pair of tickets. 


2<lo 




To win 

Visit festivespacesxom for a chance 
to win an overnight stay at KeyLime 
Cove Water Resort in Gurnee and a 
$500 Gurnee Mills shopping spree. 


To walk 

Download up to 31 guides for Chicago 
tours on foot at ryanverberkmoes. 
com. Among the tours is the Blago 
Perp Walk, which hits key spots in the 
governor’s life. 



TODAYS 

FORECAST 

The sun shines to help 
us reflect on 2008. 

Or something. 
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Celebrating at Home? 

Checkout Sam’s new years eve checklist! 


RUFFINO 
Chianti 2007 
SAM»S SALE PRICE 


$ 7.99 


BEAULIEU VINEYARD 
Chardonnay 
Napa Valley 2006 
SAM»S SALE PRICE 

$ 12.99 


DOMAINE 
STE. MICHELLE 
Champagne Brut NV 
SAM»S SALE PRICE 


$ 7.24 


VEUVE CLICQUOT 
Champagne Brut 
“Yellow Label” NV 
SAM»S SALE PRICE 

$ 34.99 


CAPTAIN MORGAN 
Original Spiced Rum 
I.75L bottle 
SAM»S SALE PRICE 

$ 19.99 


^ t I p 
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shopping list 

Champaaneor 

Spark/mgWne 

Dark Spirits 

l-O0ers&A/es 

^ S ri/futs rirtne 

Festi\reGtassware 

Favors 

IT*S ALL AT SAM’St 


WWW. SAMS WIN E .COM 

Not a member of Sam’s Rewards Program? Join today at any Sam’s location or at samswine.com. 

Not responsible for typographical errors or misprints. All sizes are 750ml unless otherwise noted. Prices valid through December 31, 2008. Advertised prices limited ti 


LINCOLN PARK 

1720 N. MARCEY ST. 
312.664.4394 


DOWNERS GROVE 

2010 BUTTERFIELD RD. 
630.705.9463 


HIGHLAND PARK 

1919 SKOKIE VALLEY HWY. 
847.433.9463 


SOUTH LOOP 

50 E. ROOSEVELT RD. 
312.663.9463 





DECEMBER 31, 2008 I REDEYE 


newsflash 3 

1 ) 


Associated Press 

FT. DIX, N.J. Over his holiday 
leave, ist Sgt, Lewis Walls 
will put a ring on his new 
bride’s finger, hold their 
baby boy one last time, and 
then report back to deploy 
to Iraq, 

Even as signs point 
toward the winding down 
of U,S, involvement in the 
Iraq war, there’s been no 
slowing in the deployment 
schedule for Walls and more 
than 4,000 other members 
of the Pennsylvania Army 
National Guard, 

They’ll be assuming their positions in Iraq around 
the same time that President-elect Obama takes the 
oath of office on Jan, 20, Later, if things go accord- 
ing to plan under a newly ratified U,S,-Iraqi security 
agreement, they will be among the troops moving out 
of Iraq’s urban areas byjune 30 — a major step toward 
withdrawing U,S, troops from the country by 2012, 

The changing political landscape has prompted 
questions among the troops about what’s ahead. 
But there’s a resigned acceptance, too, that when 
it comes to the Iraq war, the one certainty is that 
there is uncertainty 

“Every deployment is different and you can pre- 
pare for different things and try to situate them the 
best you can, but you never go into it looking too 
far forward,” Walls, 38, of Browns Mills, N,J,, said 
in an interview at Et, Dix, where the soldiers were 
packing equipment and firing their final rounds at 
a shooting range. 

Walls, an Iraq war veteran who also served in the 
1991 Persian Gulf War and in Somalia, planned to 
marry his fiance, a fellow soldier, over the holidays. 
Combined, the two have five children they will leave 
behind with grandparents when they deploy 

The estimated 40 percent of the soldiers who 
already have served in Iraq and Afghanistan have 
been told the situation in Iraq is different and the 
emphasis on the upcoming deployment will be less 
on combat, and more on supporting the Iraqis as 
they take the lead to get basic government services 
running, said Col, Marc Eerraro, 44, of Cherry Hill, 
N,J,, the brigade commander. 


MARINES 

NUMBERS 

BOOSTED 

Buoyed by more 
recruiters, bigger 
bonuses and an 
elite reputation, 
the Marine Corps 
has grown by 
nearly 27,000 
members in a little 
more than two 
years-half the 
time that military 
officials believed it 
would take. 






Here’s the list of 
words and phrases on 
Lake Superior State 
University’s annual 
List of Words to Be 
Banished from the 
Queen’s English for 
Mis-use, Over-use and 
General Uselessness. 
The 34th version of 
the list was released 
Tuesday. 

» green 

» carbon footprint or 
carbon offsetting 
» maverick 
» first dude 
» bailout 
»Wall Street/ 

Main Street 
» monkey 
» 3 (Emoticon for 
“heart” used in 
text messages 
and e-mail.) 

» icon or iconic 
» game changer 
» staycation 
» desperate search 
» not so much 
» winner of five 
nominations 
wit’s that time of year 
again 


Spc. Jeremy Elliott, 25, of Philadelphia (left) walks earlier this month with the Pennsylvania Army 
National Guard’s 56th Stryker Brigade Combat Team at Fort Dix, N.J.. ap photo 


^maverick 


AMID POLITICAL CHANGE, UNCERTAINTY, 
TROOPS CONTINUE TO PREPARE FOR IRAQ 


These 
words 
get the 

boot 


Consumer confidence takes a dive to lowest level ever 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK Consumer confidence hit an all- 
time low in December, dropping further in the 
face of rising layoffs, in yet another sign that 
consumer spending is unlikely to puU the U,S, 
out of a yearlong recession any time soon. 
Consumers have been nervous about 
spending for months— putting off big-ticket 
purchases, forgoing new clothes and choos- 
ing store brands at the grocery store— all of 
which may make this the worst holiday sea- 


son for retailers in decades. 

The Consumer Confidence Index mea- 
sured by the Conference Board, a private 
research group, fell to 38 in December from 
a revised 44,7 in November, That is its low- 
est point since the group began compiling 
the index in 1967, and below the previous low 
of 38,8 in October, Economists surveyed by 
Thomson Reuters had expected the index to 
rise incrementally to 45, 

“Deepening job insecurity and falling asset 


prices are outweighing any optimism consum- 
ers may have derived from falling gas prices,” 
said Dana Saporta, U,S, economist at invest- 
ment bank Dresdner Kleinwort, 

The unemployment rate hit a 15-year high 
in November, and economists expect addi- 
tional job losses in the first half of 2009, 
Consumers have been hit hard by home pric- 
es, the deteriorating job market and shrinking 
nest eggs. According to preliminary data from 
SpendingPulse, which tracks purchases paid 


for by credit cards, checks or cash, retail sales 
fell between 5,5 percent and 8 percent during 
the holiday season compared with last year. 
Excluding auto and gas sales, they fell 2 per- 
cent to 4 percent, 

“This year is the roughest year we’ve had,” 
said 35-year-old Anah Meeks, who was at 
Crabtree Valley Mall in north Raleigh, N,C,, 
before Christmas mainly to get a picture of her 
8 -month-old son sitting on Santa’s lap, “We 
were wondering how we were going to do it,” 
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save 25-75% 

on overstocks, returns, samples and slightly bruised items 

2 days only! 

Saturday, January 3rd 9am-6pm 
Sunday, January 4th 9am-6pm 

dll sales final 

how in bolingbrook 

473 woodcreek drive I woodcreek business park 
bolingbrook, il 60440 I call 773 244 4100 for details 


I-55 to Exit 267 IL Route 53/Bolingbrook 
Rd.Turn North onto Remington Blvd. 
Turn left and proceed 3/4 miles. Turn 
right onto Woodcreek Dr. The Chiasso 
Warehouse is the second building on 
the left in the Woodcreek Business Park. 


www.chiasso.com inspired design for the home® 





OOnNG 
CONSTRUCTION 


Specializing In: • Entry Doors • Basements • Tear-Offs 

Kitchen & Baths • Porches & Decks • Flat & Rubber Roots • Shingles 
• Seamless Gutters • Electrical * Dormers • Vinyl Sidings 

• Carpentry • Garage Doors * Soffit & Fascia 





(312) 30I-00IS 


•905 c= 



hey, eta 


Have something 
to say about 
public transit in 
Chicago? Send 
your ideas and 
opinions to 
goingpublic@ 
tribune.com. 


LOST & FOUND 

Lost or found 
something on 
the CTA? E-mail 
goingpublic@ 
tribune.com. 
We’re trying to 
help reconnect 
riders with their 
belongings. 

FOUND IT: I found 
a bracelet on the 
Green Line on 
Dec. 22 at about 
7 p.m. It has an 
unusual engraved 
message on it. I 
would be happy 
to return it to its 
rightful owner. 
-LYLE DALEY, 54. 
OAK PARK 


LOST IT: I lost my 
favorite hat on 
the Blue Line train 
Dec. 27 at about 
9:30 a.m. It is a 
brown felt hat with 
beige and pink 
applique flowers. 
Please help if you 
found it. I love this 
hat and would be 
so grateful to get 
it back. -LAURA 
DIXON, 33. LOOP 

^ 


Celebrate the CTA? 
Um ... not so fast 

Feeling down about CTA fares going up Jan. i? We feel your pain, 
but cheer up a little. “Going Public” columnist Kyra Kyles rounded 
up some CTA developments you can look forward to in the new 
year, including the arrival of prototypes for a new rail car and bus 
tracker expanded to every route. 

But before we break out the train and bus bubbly, check out what 
riders are saying about the CTA system. 

Be more alert, CTA 

I, along with many CTA customers, believe that there has to be a 
better way to inform riders about alternate routes during adverse 
weather conditions. Twice in the past month I have been standing at 
a stop waiting for the Lawrence bus while tracking its movement on 
my cell phone while no buses came to the stop, although that is 
what my bus tracker was telling me. Lo and behold, they changed 
the route once because of ice and once because of a truck being 
stuck under the bridge at Cicero and Lawrence. I was late to 
work both times, and had I not walked back to the Jefferson Park 
terminal and figured it out myself, I would’ve had no idea why this 
was happening. Entirely careless on behalf of the CTA. 

-CHRIS LOPINTO, 24. JEFFERSON PARK 

A hot Morse mess 

My question is regarding the Morse Red Line stop. First off, is there 
anyone there at all to watch the stop? Fm thinking no. Here’s why: 

I walked in through the Lunt entrance like normal, only to find 
{excrement] on the ground. I walk up the steps and see a defaced 
poster of one of those mid-day TV judges, and then proceed to stand 
under a heated area that is only {partially} working, and has been for 
four weeks now. 

Obviously it is up to passengers to treat the stops and trains and 
buses with respect, but it’s awfully hard for the CTA to demand 
this when they can’t even stop their penny-pinching enough to 
provide basic necessities at stops. The people treat the stops and 
transportation with the same respect that CTA employees and 
supervisors do: little to none. Hopefully the increased fares in 
January will lead to more competent leadership and basic services. 
Maybe President-elect Obama and the CTA honchos should hang 
out on the Red Line for a bit before inviting Olympics officials 
back. -RYAN BLAY, 27, ROGERS PARK 

Parking problem 

What is it with CTA parking? Cumberland Blue Line riders are 
being greeted with a lOO percent increase starting Jan i. What are 
we going to get? Will they remove the layered pigeon poop? Will 
they wash away the human urine and feces after sports games? 

Will the elevators work? If it hasn’t happened so far, what makes 
us believe the CTA will change? The CTA jacks up the prices just 
because they have us over a barrel. Hey CTA, times are tough for 
everyone right now. We can understand an increase, but we know a 
rip-off when we see it. -bob short. 48. Norwood park 
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INITIATION 

LAST DAY 


CALL OR VISIT TO JOIN TODAY 


THE LOOP GOLD OOAST LINOOLN PARK HIGHLAND PARK 

312.252.3100 312.254.2500 312.254.4000 847.681.7777 


EQUINOXFITNESS.COM 


IT’S NOT FITNESS. IT’S LIFE. 



Offer valid for new Select/Regional Memberships sold by 12.31.08. Save $550 on initiation for All Aooess memberships. Not valid at E, Century City, or Presale looations. Certain Restriotions Apply. 
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DEFIANT G-ROD TAPS FORMER 
STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR 
SENATE POST, SPARKS OUTRAGE 


Chicago Tribune 

In a display of political bravado, disgraced 
Gov Blagojevich on Tuesday appointed 
former Illinois Atty Gen, Roland Burris 
to the U,S, Senate, defying Senate leaders 
who vowed they won’t admit the governor’s 
choice after his arrest for allegedly trying to 
sell President-elect Obama’s former seat. 

It was an abrupt about-face for Blagojevich, 
who had said after his Dec, 9 arrest on 
corruption charges that he favored a special 
election to find a successor to Obama, 
“Please don’t allow the allegations against 
me to taint this good and honest man,” 
Blagojevich said while introducing Burris at 


a downtown news conference, 

Obama issued a statement in which he 
disagreed with the appointment, “Roland 
Burris is a good man and a fine public 
servant, but the Senate Democrats made 
it clear weeks ago that they cannot accept 
an appointment made by a governor who 
is accused of selling this very Senate seat, I 
agree with their decision, and it is extremely 
disappointing that Governor Blagojevich 
has chosen to ignore it,” 

Secretary of State Jesse White, an 
African-American who is one of the state’s 
most popular vote-getters, said he would not 
certify Burris, 


Blagojevich’s move seemed designed to 
trump fellow Democrats who control the 
U,S, Senate and have unanimously warned 
him against making the appointment because 
of the criminal charges. His choice of Burris, 
Illinois’ first African-American elected to state 
office, presents senators with the dilemma of 
saying no to a replacement for Obama, who 
was the nation’s only black senator. 

That point was driven home at times 
during a tumultuous news conference 
by Democratic U,S, Rep, Bobby Rush of 
Chicago, who said it’s a matter of national 
importance that an African- 
American replace Obama in 
the Senate, 

“This is just not a state of 
Illinois matter,” Rush said, “I 
would ask you to not hang or 
lynch the appointee as you 
try to castigate the appointer, 

Roland Burris is worthy” 

The governor then turned 
to reporters and said, “Feel 
free to castigate the appointer 
but don’t lynch the appointer, 

I am not guilty of any criminal 
wrongdoing!” 

In accepting Blagojevich’s 
appointment, Burris said 
he would deal with both 
White’s action and the Senate 
Democratic leadership’s vow 
not to seat him, 

“Faced with these challenges and 
challenged with these crises, it is 
incomprehensible that the people of the 
great state of Illinois will enter the iiith 
Congress short-handed,” Burris said, “We 
need leadership in Washington,” 

But he refused to discuss Blagojevich’s 
alleged criminal activities or whether he 
believed the governor should step down, 

“I am not a tool of the governor. I’m a 
tool of the people of Illinois,” Burris said 
Tuesday evening, “If I was worried about the 
taint {of Blagojevich], I would never have 
accepted that, I don’t have any taint from 
Gov Blagojevich,” 

^t Burris was the second of two post- 
arrest finalists for Blagojevich, when the 
governor offered the him the job during 
a conversation Sunday night, U,S, Rep, 


Danny Davis, a West Side African-American 
congressman, said he was offered the post by 
a Blagojevich representative a week ago and 
told the governor’s office Friday he declined, 
Burris has given more than $20,000 to 
Blagojevich’s campaign fund on his own 
and through his consulting and law firms, 
state campaign finance records show 
Burris’ consulting company received about 
$290,000 in state contracts with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation a few years 
ago, according to state comptroller records, 
Blagojevich praised Burris for his 
“unquestioned integrity” and 
“extensive experience,” calling 
him a senior statesman, 

“To not fill the vacancy 
would be to deprive the people 
of Illinois of their appropriate 
voice” in the U,S, Senate, 
Blagojevich said. 

The governor’s stunning 
announcement came three 
weeks after his arrest on political 
corruption charges. Federal 
authorities, citing secret wiretap 
recordings, allege Blagojevich 
sought a Cabinet position, an 
ambassadorship or a high-paying 
job from the incoming Obama 
administration in exchange for 
naming a candidate favored by 
Obama to the vacancy. 

An internal report by the Obama transition 
team found no offers of any quid pro quo in 
conversations heldby incoming White House 
chief of staff Rahm Emanuel and Blagojevich 
and the governor’s staff regarding the seat, 

A special state House committee 
is weighing whether to recommend 
impeaching Blagojevich, and a leading 
member of the panel Tuesday called the 
news “incredibly ill-advised,” 

Rep, Lou Lang(D-Skokie) said he believed 
his colleagues on the panel “wiU take the 
position that the timing is so wrong as to 
put a cloud over the appointment,” 

Illinois law gives the governor sole power 
to fill a Senate vacancy Lawmakers consid- 
ered stripping Blagojevich of that power 
after his arrest but couldn’t agree on leg- 
islation— a fact Blagojevich pointed out 
Tuesday ap contributed. 


**The Senate 
Democrats 
made it clear 
weeks ago that 
they cannot 
accept an 
appointment 
made by a 
governor who 
is accused of 
selling this very 
Senate seat/* 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

OBAMA 



Obstacle course 

The backlash started even before Gov Blagojevich officially named 
former Illinois Atty Gen. Roland Burris to President-elect Obama^s 
vacant Senate seat. But what hurdles does our track suit-loving 
governor face as he tries to exercise his power to appoint Obama’s 
replacement? RedEye lays them out here, redeye 



Jesse White 

White, Illinois Secretary 
of State, said Tuesday he 
would not certify Burris. But 
White aides acknowledged 
the lack of White’s signature 
is symbolic and the office 
doesn’t believe it will have 
any practical impact on 
Blagojevich’s appointment. 



Illinois 

lawmakers 

Lt. Gov. Pat Quinn called 
Blagojevich’s decision 
an “insult to the people 
of Illinois.” “We believe 
in clean government, 
and Rod Blagojevich has 
unclean hands,” he said. 
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The U.S. Senate 

Barack Obama 


Top Senate Democrats issued 

The president-elect 


a statement reiterating that 


on Tuesday voiced 



they will not seat anyone 


his support for Senate 



Blagojevich appoints. “It is not 


Democrats’ decision not to 



about Mr. Burris; it is about 


seat Burris. In a statement. 



the integrity of a governor 


Obama called Burris a fine 



accused of attempting to 


man but said he agreed 



sell this United States Senate 


that the Senate cannot 



^ seat,” the statement read. 


^ accept an appointment 





from Blagojevich. ^ 



Reality 

G-Rod’s power play 
raised eyebrows 
everywhere. “Are 
you KIDDING 
me?” a post on 
chicagotribune. 
com read. 

See what the 
Twitterverse had to 
say on this page. 


Meet 

Roland 

Burris 

Age 71 

Hometown Chicago 
Party affiliation Democrat 
Current position 

Partner, Burris & Lebed 
Consulting; of counsel at 
Burris, Wright, Slaughter and 
Tom law firm. 

Previous positions 
Managing partner, Jones, Ware 
& Grenard law firm, Chicago; 
Illinois attorney general, 
1990-94; Illinois comptroller, 
1978-90; director of Illinois 
Department of General 
Services, 1973-77; national 
executive director. Operation 
PUSH, 1977-78; Continental 
Illinois National Bank, 1964-73. 
Political record 
Won four statewide general 
elections (three for comptroller, 
one for attorney general) and 
lost four statewide primaries 
(1984 U.S. Senate; 1994, 1998, 
2002 for governor). Also lost a 
1995 bid for Chicago mayor. 
Personal 

Married (Berlean) with two 
children (Rolanda Sue and 
Roland II). Undergraduate 
degree from Southern Illinois 
University (1959); law degree 
from Howard University (1963). 

SOURCES: BURRIS & LEBED CONSULTING, 
TRIBUNE ARCHIVES 


Another 
staffer resigns 

William Quinlan, general 
counsel to Gov. Blagojevich 
for the last four years, 
resigned Tuesday to return 
to private practice. He is the 
latest high-level Blagojevich 
administration official to leave. 
John Harris, who was arrested 
the same day as Blagojevich 
by the FBI, resigned as chief 
of staff. Deputy Gov. Bob 
Greenlee and Jeff Dailey, the 
new executive director of 
the Illinois State Toll Highway 
Authority, also have resigned. 



Quinlan 



Twitter 

take 


We asked Red Eye’s 
Twitter followers for 
their opinions on the 
Blagojevich-Burris news 
and received some 
interesting answers. 

Want your say? Join 
us at twitter.com/ 
redeyechicago. 

@salkover 

So much for change: 
another Illinois political 
retread, 71 years old, 
seemingly rewarded for 
his numerous runs for 
office. 

@polomex 

Burris 2day? Pure 
political slapstick. Neither 
3 stooges nor SNL 
could’ve written better 
script. U never cease 2 
amaze me IL. 

@abbebuck 

It is a comedy: enter- 
Bobby Rush, stage right! 

@knitmeapony 

Way to torpedo a man’s 
career, there. 

@reneeborhood 

Burris isn’t much of an 
opponent for the gov’s 
seat, so it seems like 
Blago isn’t going to run 
for reelection. 

@RandomNickname 

I hope they hold out and 
don’t seat the appointee, 
because Blago’s hubris 
needs to be slapped 
around. A lot. 

@lifewritermaze 

I think it’s fine time for 
Burris to go into the 
Senate. He’s black and 
he’s been waiting for his 
chance since ’84-c’mon 
now. 

@edorr 

Bizarre. Illinois politics is, 
at the least, entertaining. 
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Balfour 


chica 


Balfour 
indicted in 
Hudson family 
murders 


Associated Press 

Prosecutors filed a mur- 
der indictment Tuesday 
against the man charged 
with killing the mother, 
brother and nephew of 
Oscar-winning actress 
Jennifer Hudson. 

No new details or 
charges were outlined in 
the indictment against 
William Balfour, who faces first-degree murder and 
home invasion charges. The 27-year-old appeared 
briefly in court wearing a yellow prison jumpsuit 
and handcuffs but did not speak. 

Defense attorney Joshua Kutnick asked the 
Cook County judge if Balfour can be moved to 
Cook County Jail from an Illinois Department of 
Corrections facility to make communicating with 
his client easier. The judge put off ruling on that 
decision until a Jan. 20 court hearing. 

Balfour is the estranged husband of Hudson’s sis- 
ter Julia. He has pleaded not guilty in the deaths of 
Hudson’s mother, Darnell Donerson, her brother, 
Jason Hudson, and 7-year-old Julian King. 

Balfour has been in custody at Stateville 
Correctional Center in Joliet since shortly after the 
bodies of Donerson and Jason Hudson were dis- 
covered Oct. 24 at the family’s South Side home. 
King’s body was found three days later in an SUV 
on the West Side. All three had been shot. 

Balfour was arrested the day of the killings and 
held in Chicago police custody for 48 hours — the 
longest a person can be held without charg- 
es— before his transfer to state custody on what 
authorities said was a parole violation. He was 
charged earlier this month with three counts of 
first-degree murder. 

Tuesday’s indictment was expected, Kutnick 
said. He said hard evidence linking Balfour to the 
crimes does not exist and he was conducting his 
own investigation, which was at a “crucial” point. 
He declined to give further details. 

Balfour’s mother Michele Davis Balfour, who 
attended Tuesday’s hearing with several family 
members, declined to comment. 

Members of the Hudson family did not attend 
the hearing. A publicist for Jennifer Hudson 
declined to comment. 

Both Julia and Jennifer Hudson have kept a low 
profile since the killings. 



President-elect Obama leaves the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools on Dec. 19. ap photo 

He’ll be back 

Obamas are heading to D.C., but Chicago still will be home 


Chicago Tribune 

Chicago— the center of the presidential 
universe since Election Day— faces a 
future with a bit less Barack Obama, but 
probably no fewer folks trying to check 
out his old stomping grounds. 

The president-elect plans to move to 
a Washington hotel within the week so 
his daughters can start school on time, 
said David Axelrod, a senior adviser to 
Obama. 

The family’s presence is keenly felt 
in Hyde Park-Kenwood. Even as the 
Obamas vacationed in Hawaii on Tuesday, 
Chicago police and other members of 
his security detail guarded his house. 
Naturally, the sightseers still were out in 
full force. They have been for weeks. 

Obama is to leave Honolulu on 
Thursday, stopping in Chicago before his 
move to Washington this weekend. He is 
arriving in the capital early to accommo- 
date his two young daughters, who will 


start at the private Sidwell Eriends School 
early next week. 

Obama likely will stay in a Washington 
hotel at least until Jan. 15, when he moves 
into Blair House, the official residence 
for visiting dignitaries across the street 
from the White House. 

Obama wanted to check into Blair 
House sooner. But he was told by the 
Bush White House that receptions 
booked in advance prevented him from 
moving in early 

Obama has said he and his wife 
Michelle plan on keeping their home in 
Chicago, and that they may come back to 
visit as often as every six to eight weeks. 

Even without them there, onlookers 
abound in the tucked-away corner of the 
city transformed into a tourist stop. 

“If the president hadn’t lived here, I 
never would have come to this area,” said 
Tonia King, 45, of Hammond, who drove 
to the South Side for a glimpse at the 


house. Even if they weren’t home. King 
said, “this is history being made.” 

The jersey barriers and dedicated 
police force around the home have added 
an edgy, visual dash to leafy streets full of 
Georgian and Victorian houses. 

“It’s very exciting,” said Satoko 
Bourdaghs, 43, of Hyde Park, who walked 
past the street with out-of-town friends. 

“I missed him by five minutes at school 
once,” said her 12-year-old daughter, Sonia, 
who goes to the same Chicago school 
recently attended by the Obama girls. 

Residents have grown accustomed to 
strangers stopping by to peer for a few 
moments down the fortress-like street. 
And they don’t expect it to end when the 
Obamas move to the White House. 

“Probably not,” said a woman watching 
the procession of sightseers. Twenty-two 
people in 10 minutes came, saw and left, 
grinning broadly “Everybody knows he’s 
not there now.” 
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In case you were wondering ... 


The question: Is the CTA snatching back CTA fare cards 
from retailers in advance of the Jan. i fare hike? 

CTA rider Stacy Jackson called “Going Public” columnist 
Kyra Kyles in a panic after visiting two North Side grocery 
stores, including aJewel-Osco located at 5343 N. Broadway, 
and being told the CTA had “pulled” the fare cards sold 
through retailers. 

ARedEye follow-up call to the Jewel-Osco Jackson men- 
tioned netted a store employee response that the CTA “took 
awa/’ the remaining stock of fare media. The employee said 
customers had been purchasing fare media, including one- 
day and seven-day passes, in bulk, and stocking up on month- 
ly passes, the latter of which will increase in price from $75 to 
$86 on Jan. i. 


“I’m going to have to go all the way down to CTA headquar- 
ters and buy fare cards,” Jackson, 43, said during the phone call. 
“This just doesn’t make sense. Why would the CTA do this?” 
The answer: The CTA is not pulling fare media from retail 
outlets, transit agency spokeswoman Catherine Hosinksi 
said, adding, “Each outlet makes its own determination on 
the supply of fare media maintained” and whether to reorder. 
Prior to the impending change in fares, demand tends to 
increase, so CTA riders should call ahead to their local Jewel, 
Dominick’s or Currency Exchange to check supply levels, 
Hosinksi said. 

She added that fare cards also can be purchased directly 
from CTA Headquarters at 567 W Lake St. or transitchicago. 
com. Crisis averted, kyrakyles, redeye 


Ride cheap on the CTA 


Observing an annual tradition, the CTA 
will charge customers one penny to ride 
buses and trains on New Year’s Eve. 

One penny rides will begin at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday and continue until 6 a.m. 
Thursday. 

All CTA lines will operate on a regular 
schedule Wednesday, but on a holiday 
schedule on New Year’s Day. 

On New Year’s Day, the No. 4 Cottage 


Grove bus will operate all night between 
Washington/State and 95th/Cottage. 

The southbound No. 6 Jackson Park 
Express will operate every 15 minutes 
until 3:15 a.m. The last northbound No. 

6 will leave 79th/South Shore Drive at 
2:15 a.m. 

The No. 65 Grand bus will operate 
westbound from Navy Pier to Grand and 
Nordica until 3 a.m. The last eastbound bus 


\ 

will leave Grand and Nordica at 2:15 a.m. 

The last trip on all Brown, Orange, 

Pink and Green Line trains will leave 
downtown at 1:30 a.m. at the following 
stations: 

» Brown Line, Washington/Wells 
» Green Line, Adams (northbound) and 
Clinton (southbound) 

» Orange Line, Library-State/VanBuren 
» Pink Line, Clark/Lake 
» Purple Line trains will operate from 
Howard to Linden until 2 a.m. 



A 55-year-old woman was critically injured late Mon- 
day night in a fire in a West Side apartment building, 
fire officials said. The blaze erupted in the three-story 
building in the 3900 block of West Jackson Boulevard 
about 10:20 p.m. michaeltercha/tribune 
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Interest FREE Financing ^ 


NuU 

m e d s p a 

Acne Treatments 
Age Management 
BOTOX® Cosmetic 
Chemical Peels 
FotoFacial 
Juvederm™ 

Laser Body Sculpting 
Laser Hair Removal 
Laser Skin Tightening 
Microdermabrasion 
Restylane® 

Skin Rejuvenation 
Skin Resurfacing 
Spider Vein Treatment 
Stretch Mark Reduction 
Tattoo Removal 
Wellness 

Weight Management 


Make this New Year's Resolution Come True!! 

All Fat Reduction Packages Up To 

50% OFF 

LipoDissolve 

•Reduce inches and restore your youthful appearance today, with no surgery & no downtime! 
•Considered one of the most successful alternatives to liposuction at only a fraction of the cost. 
•Up to 80% better results than normal LipoDissolve with our trademarked LipoDissolve AT treatment. 

SmartLipo 

•SmartLipo is the first laser-assisted liposuction procedure and is approved by the FDA! 

•Uses the latest advancements in cosmetic surgery technology. 

•Almost all areas of the body can be treated with little to no downtime! 

•This treatment is safe, quick & cost-effective! Also great for skin tightening! 

Customized Medically Supervised 
Weight Management Program 

• Holistic, complete approach to weight loss under the guidance of a Naturopathic Doctor. 

• Receive personalized testing and blood work analysis. 

• Understand the causes of your weight gain and loose weight naturally. 

000 Oftl (^ontoTt Us Today for a Free Consultation 

■•Cp^tQQ nuuunlimited.com 
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Broyhill 


NO IntCtCSt Financing for this saie... 

fnr OR NO Interest, NO PAYMENTS FOR 18 MONTHS 

Mg% wr 

48 MONTHS* 


with NO DOWNPAYMENT (EXCEPT SALES TAX AND DELIVERY CHARGE) 

OR 10% DISCOUNT FOR CASH!! 




15400 La Grange Road, Route 45 (3 Blocks South of Or I and Square) Or I and Park, IL 60462 (708) 460-4100 


SPECIAL STORE HOURS: OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY 9 TO 9 • Friday 10 to 9 • 
Saturday 10 to 5:30 • Sunday 11 to 5 • Monday 10 to 9 


48 Month Free Financing Offer: *0n approved Darvin Furniture credit card purchase of $999 or more on approved credit by HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A. except Thomasville purchases, previous orders, ciearance items. Super Vaiue items or in combination with any other discount offer. The purchase amount is divided into equal monthly payments plus any late fees for the pro- 
motional period. No Finance Charges for 48 months. If purchase not paid in full or Account not kept current. Finance Charges assessed from purchase date and Minimum Monthly Payments required. Standard Rate 21 .6% APR. Default Rate 25.6% APR. Minimum Finance Charge $2. Minimum deposit required. 18 Month Financing Offer with No Downpayment; On approved 
Darvin credit card purchases of $999 or more on approved credit by HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A. except Thomasville purchases, previous orders, clearance items, Super Value items or in combination with any other discount offer. No Finance Charges if purchase paid in full in 1 8 months. If purchase not paid in full or Account not kept current. Finance Charges assessed from 
purchase date and Minimum Monthly Payments required. Standard Rate 21 .6% APR. Default Rate 25.6% APR. Minimum Finance Charge $2. No Down Payment offer does not apply to Special Orders, sales tax, delivery charges, previous orders, clearance items or in combination with any other discount offer. Customer must pay all applicable sales tax and any delivery 
charges at the time of purchase. 10% Discount Offer: Does not apply to Thomasville purchases, previous orders, clearance items. Super Value items or in combination with any other discount or finance offer. Some manufacturers’ restrictions apply. See salesperson for details. Additional Information: Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges 
on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Darvin credit card. Call 1 -888-367-431 0 or review your cardholder agreement for information. Flexsteel, Bernhardt, Lane, Thomasville, Broyhill and Canadel offers do not apply to previous orders. Super Value items, clearance items or in combination with any other discount offer. See store for 
details. Items are available for pickup Monday through Saturday. Holidays are an exception. Purchase must be made by 3:00 pm to qualify for Same Day Delivery. Some restrictions apply. See Salesperson for details. This ad was prepared in advance, and some quantities may be limited and/or will not arrive on schedule. Orders may be taken against incoming stock. Not responsible 
for typographical errors. Finance offer and Sale ends 1/5/09. . 

ifo FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1920 


[FREE I 

DESIGN 

SERVICES AVAILABLE 



Danvin 




CD 


Visit the ALL NEW 

'■fr^.eom 


^FURNITURE 
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Contemporary Style Bedroom.Ms stylish group, features a Queen Panel Bed. Sliced catherdral ash veneers dominate the headboard and footboard, and a 

sweeping arch adds presence to this focal point of a well designed bedroom. 


Regular Sale Price $2090“ 


NOW 


(999 


6 Piece Set 

Includes Drawer Dresser, Mirror, 
Panel Headboard, Panel Footboard, 
Rails and 5 Drawer Chest. 


Just 20 Sets 


to sell 
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Snowmobilers found 

D The body of one of eight missing 
snowmobilers is taken Monday to a 
hospital in Fernie, British Columbia. Police on 
Tuesday said the eighth and final body was 

found. AP PHOTO 

Seafood seized 

□ Italian authorities confiscated 176 tons 
of spoiled or fake seafood across Italy 
in a series of raids over the past two weeks, 
officials in Rome said Tuesday. 



Shipments stopped 

D Pakistan suspended truck shipments 
of U.S. military supplies through the 
Khyber Pass on Tuesday after launching an 
offensive against militants who are trying 
to cripple Washington’s war on a resurgent 
Taliban in neighboring Afghanistan. 

Jena Six shooting 

□ One of the teenagers at the center of 
the Jena Six civil rights case shot himself 
Monday night in Monroe, La., because he 
worried a shoplifting arrest would ruin his 
dream of playing college football, a lawyer 
said Tuesday. Mychal Bell, 18, was expected to 
recover. 

Franken holds smali lead 

Democratic candidate Al Franken now 
holds a 50-vote lead over Republican 
Sen. Norm Coleman in Minnesota’s Senate 
race, but wrangling over inclusion of absentee 
ballots continued Tuesday and any final 
determination of a winner was still days or 
weeks away. 


Palestinian boys inspect the damage Tuesday following an Israeli air strike in the southern Gaza Strip, mct 

ISRAEL MULLS TRUCE 


□ GAZA CITY, GazaStrip Israelis considering 
suspending its Gaza offensive for 48 
hours to give Hamas militants an opening 
to halt their rocket fire, but the threat of a 
ground offensive remains if the truce does 
not hold, Israeli officials said Tuesday 
Israel’s defense minister, prime minister 
and foreign minister met Tuesday evening 
in Jerusalem to consider the proposal, 
officials said. 

Talk of a truce seemed to be the outcome 
of a strong diplomatic push, particularly 
from Europe and the UN, as well as the 
U.S. But even as the meeting took place, a 
Palestinian rocket reached 


deeper into Israel than ever before, some 28 
miles outside of Gaza in the Israeli city of 
Beersheeba. 

A Hamas spokesman said any halt to 
militant rocket and mortar fire would 
require an end to Israel’s crippling blockade 
of the Gaza Strip. “If they halt the aggression 
and the blockade, then Hamas will study 
these suggestions,” said Mushir Masri. 

European Union foreign ministers were 
scheduled to gather in Paris on Tuesday 
evening for an urgent meeting on the crisis 
in Gaza, with Erance and Germany both 
seeking a cease-fire. 

In the meantime, Israel’s air campaign 


TOLL SO FAR 

Since Saturday, 368 Palestinians have 
been killed in the Israeli air onslaught 
against Gaza’s Islamic Hamas rulers. 

The offensive came shortly after a rocky, 
six-month truce expired. 


on Gaza continued. After nightfall 
Tuesday, warplanes pounded tunnels 
under the sealed Gaza-Egypt border in 
another attempt to cut the vital lifeline 
that supplies Gaza with both commercial 
goods and weapons for Hamas and other 
militant groups. 


Online 

controversy 

□ Privacy advocates 
are questioning an 
aggressive Georgia law set 
to take effect Thursday that 
would require sex offenders 
to hand over Internet 
passwords, screen names 
and e-mail addresses. 


Clinton 
New Year 

B last New Year’s Eve 
they were in Iowa. This 
year. Sen. Hillary Clinton and 
former President Bill Clinton 
will be in Times Square, 
helping Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg lower the 
glittery New Year’s Eve ball. 


THE DIGIT 

Steven 

903 vl\ LeClair 
of Richford, Vt., is this much 
richer after retrieving a lottery 
ticket he had been given for 
Christmas but accidentally 
threw away. LeClair works for 
a car dealership and doesn’t 
normally play the lottery. 
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WINTER CLASSIC 



WRIGLEY FIELD 
ALMOST READY 
FOR HOCKEY 



Workers put up banners Monday at Wrigley Field for the New Year’s Day NHL Winter Classic hockey game. The Blackhawks will host the Detroit 
Red Wings at the outdoor stadium Thursday, ap photo 


RED WINGS 4 , BLACKHAWKS O 

Classic preview? Detroit 
shoots down Biackhawks 

DETROIT Ty Conklin made 36 saves for his 
seventh NHL shutout, and Johan Franzen 
scored twice to lift the Detroit Red Wings to a 
4-0 win that snapped the Blackhawks’ team- 
record, nine-game winning streak. 

Pavel Datsyuk added a goal and an assist, 
Tomas Kopecky scored his second of the 
season, and Brian Rafalski and Niklas Kronwall 
each had two assists in the Red Wings’ 700th 


game against the Blackhawks. 

Nikolai Khabibulin stopped 35 shots for the 
Blackhawks in the start of a home-and-home 
series that will conclude Thursday in the 
Winter Classic. 

The Blackhawks had earned at least one 
point in 11 consecutive games. 

Datsyuk’s power-play goal with 4:09 left 
in the first period opened the scoring. He 
beat Khabibulin with a wrist shot from the 
top of the left circle, with Tomas Holmstrom 
providing a screen, for his 15th goal. 

The Blackhawks dominated early, 
outshooting Detroit 12-1 in the first 9:21, but 


couldn’t solve Conklin. James Wisniewski 
hit the goal post during a power play a little 
over seven minutes in. Conklin, who earned 
his third shutout this season, made several 
outstanding saves to keep the game scoreless. 

Franzen’s power-play goal made it 2-0 at 
6:58 in the second. He beat Khabibulin from 
the bottom of the right circle high to the short 
side. 

Franzen netted his second of the night 
and 17th of the season just 37 seconds into 
the third when he jammed the puck through 
Khabibulin’s pads. 

Kopecky scored with 7:55 left, ap 


Associated Press 

Tlie mix of baseball 
and hockey in the 
Winter Classic makes 
for odd distances at 
Wrigley Field: It’s 112 
feet from home plate to the center-ice faceoff 
dot, then another 288 feet to the center-field 
wall. 

The penalty box is just to the second base 
side of the pitcher’s mound, and the goals are 
on the first and third base lines. 

Now it’s nearly time to see a puck fly where 
a baseball usually whizzes by 

Workers were busy Tuesday putting 
the finishing touches on the transforma- 
tion of the Friendly Confines into a hockey 
arena, two days before the Detroit Red Wings 
and Blackhawks meet in the NHLs second 
regular-season outdoor game in the U.S. 

A curtain painted with ivy and brick— two 
of Wrigley Field’s trademarks— was being 
fastened to scaffolding in front of the bleach- 
ers. The real ivy, of course, has died for the 
winter. 

The ice was down on the rink as work- 
ers glided over the surface to get a feel and 
a look-see. One small problem was that the 
sun caused the painted blue lines to bleed a 
little. 

On Wednesday, the Blackhawks and Red 
Wings will practice on the rink, the biggest 
test yet of a project that has consumed two 
weeks. 

It has taken 3,000 gallons of coolant to 
freeze it, while 20,000 gallons of water were 
needed to create the 2-inch-deep ice surface. 

The game-day forecast is for temperatures 
in the low 30s with an overcast day 

“We are going to have one fast, tough 
game,” Dan Craig, the NHEs facilities opera- 
tions manager, said Tuesday after the ice was 
tested. 

“It’s going to be a fast and solid surface. The 
puck will slide really well. It’s almost effort- 


less if you get a good sheet of ice.” 

For Chicago native Chris Chelios, the 46- 
year-old defenseman who played nine years 
with his hometown Blackhawks and is in his 
loth with the defending Stanley Cup cham- 
pion Red Wings, it’s the early faceoff that’s 
a big deal. 

“The biggest difference is the 12 o’clock 
start,” Chelios said. “The pregame meal is 


9 a.m., so steak and spaghetti isn’t the best 
thing.” 

But Chelios knows the fans will enjoy the 
game, and his family and friends could get to 
watch him play in a unique setting. 

“You want to have fun and enjoy the 
moment because it’s a very special” one, 
Chelios said. 

Outdoor games are nothing new for 


Blackhawks defenseman Brian Campbell. He 
played for Buffalo in last year’s Winter Classic 
at Orchard Park, N. Y. It snowed during that 
game, but snow doesn’t enter Thursday’s fore- 
cast until later in the day 

“The snow that was on the ice, you could 
not honestly take a slap shot from one end 
to the other on the ice and get it all the way 
down there,” he said. 


ON TV 

Blackhawks 
vs. Detroit 

Noon Thursday, 
NBC 
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HOCKEY VS. BASEBALL 

Strange bedfellows? 

Think hockey at Wrigley is weird? Maybe the sport played on ice isn’t 
so different from baseball after all Here’s a tale of the tape, redeye 


In Detroit Red Wings fans 
throw raw octopuses 
onto the ice after their 
team scores a goal. 


THROW- 

AWAYS? 


Cubs fans throw home- 
run balls hit by opposing 
teams back onto the 
field. And sometimes 
trash. 


If a player scores three 
times in a game, it’s 
called a hat trick. 


MULTIPLE 

SCORES 


If a player hits a home 
run with the bases 
loaded, it’s called a grand 
slam. The Cubs don’t do 
this very often. 


Players use wooden 
sticks to hit a small 
object, called a puck. 


TOOLS OF 
THE TRADE 


Players use wooden 
sticks to hit a small 
object, called a baseball. 
Occasionally, the stick is 
filled with cork. 


It is considered the 
national sport of Canada. 


NATIONAL 

PASTIME? 


It is considered the 
national sport of the U.S., 
hence the term “National 
pastime.” Chicago fans 
often refer to it in more 
colorful terms. 


Fighting is often used 
to avenge a perceived 
wrong by the opposing 
team. 


RIGHTING 
THE WRONGS 


Throwing a pitch at a 
batter is often used in 
response to a perceived 
wrong by the opposing 
team. Cubs pitchers 
have been known to hit 
batters on accident. 


The start of the game 
begins with a faceoff. 




J 


GREAT 

BEGINNINGS 



Thestart of the game 
begins with the first 
pitch. Beware, Cubs 
injuries. 


Elisha Cuthbert, Hilary 
Duff, Gena Lee Nolin, 
Kellie Pickier, Willa Ford 


✓ 




CELEBRITY 

GIRLFRIENDS/ 

WIVES 



Madonna, Mariah Carey, 
Jennie Finch, Alyssa 
Milano, Halle Berry 




Jimmy on ice 

A few hours before hitting 
the ice at Wrigley Field, 

I updated my Facebook 
status to say I was about 
to go skate on the rink at 
Wrigley Field, 

The following com- 
ments immediately came 
in: 

“Beyond jealous!” 

“Soooo jealous!” 

“Fm jealous!” 

And they were right to 
be because it was pretty awesome. But Fve got 
to tell you it also was really weird. 

You Jmow something is really weird when 
you can best describe it as if you just had an 
inexplicable dream, 

‘' 7 eah, so I had this dream last night It was the 
dead of winter, but for some reason I was at Wrigley 
Field and, get this, somebody had built an ice rink 
in the outfield and put huge video screens near the 
bleachers. 

''Wait, it gets weirder. Fm going through one of 
the dugouts with my hockey skates over my shoulder 
when Stan Mikita walks by me, and then for some 
reason I see Mike Starr, this character actor I love 
who was in 'Goodfellas.’ 

'Must have been the oysters I ate last night. ” 

Fve heard more than one person say the 
Winter Classic is like a dream come true, but 
I never thought of it that way, and that was 
confirmed after spending 40 minutes on the 
ice. 

Not once as a kid did I dream of slcating 
at Wrigley Field or, for that matter, playing 
baseball at Chicago Stadium, But it's not too 
often you're presented with a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience that really is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. 

So here are a few things I noticed. 

First, there are definitely some bad seats. If 
you're in the lower bowl near the dugout or in 
any of the first few rows you will not be very 
happy Fyou're in the upper deck or a rooftop 
you win be very happy 

Second, there's no echo. I've played hockey 
indoors since I was 5 years old, and an echo, 
whether it's from voices or the sound of pucks 
hitting boards, is part of the hockey experience. 
Or at least the indoors hockey experience. 

Third, pray for an overcast day Because 
whenever I went into the northeast corner and 
turned to skate behind where the net would be, 
I was hit by a blinding glare from the sun. 

Until the sun goes down sometime in the 
late second period, somebody stands a good 
chance of getting creamed unless there's some 
shade. 

Then again, this is hockey Maybe that's the 
idea. 



JIMMY 

GREENFIELD 

jgreenfield 

^tribunexom 
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JEN PATTERSON 

redeyesportsCn^Cribune.com 

JIMMY GREENFIELD 

jgreenf ieldc«Ptr ibunexom 

TRACY SWARTZ 

tswartzc^tribune.com 

DR. FANTASY 

redeye sportsc«Ptribunex:om 

STANLEY’S CUP 

redeye sportsc<dtribunex:om 

What should the winning 
team in the Winter Ciassic 
receive? 

A piece of concrete that has 
falien from Wrigiey Field. 

A date with Elisha Cuthbert. 

A chance to touch the Stanley 
Cup. A cup is better than no 
cup, Leo always says. 

A seat in front of a big 
firepiace. And cocoa. Lots and 
iots of hot cocoa. 

Why, me of course. You think 
i could be bronzed at least, 
though? 

CJ What wouid it say if Cubs 
jerseys outnumber hockey 
jerseys at Wrigiey on Thursday? 

I’m saying a prayer that 
doesn’t happen. 

That Chicago is a Bears town. 

In fistbump v. fistfight 2009, 
the winner is: goosebumps. 

Oh, the horror. 

That baseball fans are just a 
little bit too excited for Aprii. 

Do we drink because we’re 
dumb or are we dumb 
because we drink? 

The Red Wings are to the 
Blackhawks as... 

... Wes Mantooth is to Ron 
Burgundy. 

... that rubber tree plant is to 
that ant. 

... Gov. Blagojevich is to 
society. Defend your title by 
sticking it to the Man. 

... Tim Duncan is to Joakim 
Noah. 

... the Stanley Cup is to me. 
i can never get a leg up on 
that guy. 

What New Year’s Day 
m3 bowi are you iooking 
forward to? 

The Toilet Bowl. 

Sorry I’m watching the Winter 
Ciassic and then I’m watching 
it again. 

Capital One Bowl. Sadly, 
taxpayer money is what’s in 
Michigan State waliets ... 

A big bowi of hoiiday pudding 
from home. Thanks, Mom. 

1 propose a toast to the Rose 
Bowl. One of the originals. 

Make a sports prediction 
kJ for 2009. 

Kyle Orton is our quarterback. 

Cubs over the Yankees in 

seven. 

Jimmy wiil hopefuily wax off 
even more than he did this 
year. 

Terreii Owens’ ego may finaiiy 
impiode and create a black 
hole in Dallas. 

The Blackhawks win the NHL 
title. Hey, my glass is half-full. 


North Pork to Lincoln Porh, 

Rustin to Hegouuisch — 
studonts from oil ovor Chicago 
ore discovering the 
Malcolm X College difference. 

Qualified and dedicoted foculty. Unbeotoble tuition. Great location. 

...Just Q F 0 LU oF the reasons uuhi^ uue attract students From across the citi^ and 
beyond. They come to train at one oF the state's largest educators oF health 
core proFessionals. Complete gen ed reguirements that tronsFer to Four-year 
institutions. Get a GCD. LUhotever their goals, they knoLU that Malcolm X 
College is a great place to start ujorking touuord them. 

Discover the Malcolm X College difference For yourself Register nouj For 
classes that begin January 20. 

_ _ _ Malcolm X College 

http://malcolmX.CCC.edu One oF the Citi,i colleges oF Chicago 

1 900 UJest Von Buren Street 
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Year in sports a 
hoot— off the field 


watch 

dog 

WHIZZER 

redeyesports 

@tribune.com 


IVe got this thing with 
New Year’s Eve. i get 
carried away every 
year, no matter how 
hard i try to tone it 
down, i just can’t heip it. 

Maybe it’s because 
ceiebrating a year 
human-styie isequai 
to seven years in my 
worid. 

Here now, my TV 
picks. 


NBA 



BULLS VS. 
ORLANDO 

1p.m. WGN 
Nothing couid be 
better than New Year’s 
Eve with the Buiis. 


ARMED FORCES 
BOWL 



HOUSTON VS. 
AIRFORCE 

11 a.m. ESPN 
How did Air Force 
quaiify for the Armed 
Forces Bowi? 


COLLEGE 

BASKETBALL 



NORTHWESTERN 
AT PENN STATE 

11 a.m. Wednesday, 
ESPN2 

The Wiidcats basket- 
baii team isn’t iikeiy 
to be as good as the 
footbaii team, so don’t 
expect much. 



Sports fans witnessed greatness in 
2008 —from Michael Phelps’ historic 
Olympic bid to Eli Manning’s epic Su- 
per Bowl pass. 

But let’s be real. The most interesting 
aspect of sports usually happens away 
from the game. 

So cheers to the best, most ridiculous 
and incredible water-cooler sports celeb- 
rity stories as we bid adieu to ’08. 

SHANNON J. OWENS IS A REDEYE SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR. 



Dwyane Wade buys mom a 
Chicago church. How can 
you not iove a story about a 
miiiionaire buying hisformeriy 
incarcerated mom a church? 




On the other hand ... LeBron 
James breaks a major mom 
iaw when he curses her out during 
a game. Even if your mother is 
trifiing, you never drop f-bombs. 

LPGA teiis internationai 
piayers it’s Engiish or 
sayonara to the tour in 2009. 

□ Former porn star Jenna 

Jameson and mixed martiai 
artist fighter Tito Ortiz join to 
create baby giris named Heaven 
and Sunday. 

Kari Maione “The Maiiman’’ 
ciaims his deiivery-a son, 
Demetrius Beii, who piays for the 
Buffaio Biiis. 

Tonya Harding stiii has 
diarrhea of the mouth and 
reieases an autobiography. 

Weicometo EACErin 
Andrews) sports. 

O.J. Simpson gets beat 
down by his daughter and 
sent to prison in the same year. 








Giseie steais Tom Brady 
from Shannon Owens. 

□ Huik Hogan and, weii, 
everything. 

Piaymate Kendra Wiikinson 
has a more committed 
reiationship, amazingiy, with her 
NFL beau than Jessica Simpson. 

□ Roger Ciemens gives 

Mindy McCready an achy, 
breaky heart. 

□ Shaq disses Kobe for the 
1,334,567th time in a 
freestyie “rap.” 

D Seven-time Tour de France 
winner Lance Armstrong 
gets a trophy named Kate Hudson. 

□ Sexy Sarah attempts to 

bring moose hunting to the 
White House. 


□ Vince Young misses curfew, 
and his mother has the 
Titans caii the poiice. 


□ Chad Johnson proves his 
inteiiigence by renaming 
himseif Ocho Cinco. 

□ Brett Favre gives an Oscar- 
caiiber performance for his 
“retirement” speech. 

D Piaxico Burress’ “security” 
at a nightciub costs oniy 
$35 miiiion and possibiy an NFL 
career. 






from news services 

L 


shortstops 15 


r 


HOMETOWN HITS I 



Generai Manager Jerry Angeio 
made it ciear Tuesday he’s in the 
market for a quarterback after 
his team went 9-7 and missed the 
piayoffs. “i think we have to have competition 
at that position,” he said. “We have to get that 
position right. ... i don’t want anybody coming 
out of this thinking we don’t beiieve in Kyie; we 
do beiieve in Kyie. Kyie has got to take another 
step, and that’s the bottom iine.” 

»The Bears iet defensive backs coach Steven 
Wiiks go Tuesday after three seasons. 


Kirk Hinrich confirmed Vinny Dei 
Negro’s disciosure that he is two to 
three weeks away from returning 
from right thumb surgery. “That’s 
what we’re hoping for,” Hinrich said, “it just 
keeps getting stronger.” 

ILLINOIS 71, 

NO. 9 PURDUE 67, OT 

Mike Tisdaie scored 18 points and 
iiiinois defeated No. 9 Purdue 71- 
67 in overtime Tuesday night in the Big Ten 
opener for both teams. Mike Davis scored 12 
points, Trent Meacham added 11 and Demetri 
McCamey had 10 for the Fighting iiiini (13-1), 
who won their seventh straight. 




Fire piayers Jon Busch, Chris Roife 
and John Thorrington were named 
to the training camp roster of the 
U.S. Men’s Nationai Team that wiii 
begin workouts Sunday. 

SPEEDSKATING 

Chicagoan Shani Davis won his first sprint 
nationai titie Tuesday, the finai day of the 
U.S. Long Track Speedskating Nationai 
Championships in West Aiiis, Wis. Davis swept 
the 1,000 meters and was second in the 500 
both days. 

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

» DePaui vs. Notre Dame, 7 p.m., ESPN2 
» Woives at Manitoba, 4 p.m. 

» Storm at Miiwaukee, 1 p.m. 

TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

» University of Wisconsin-Miiwaukee 71, 
University of iiiinois-Chicago 66 
» Loyoia 88, Aicorn State 53 
» University of Centrai Fiorida 89, 

Chicago State 75 

» Tuesday’s Woives game at Manitoba did not 
end before press time. 





NFL 

Ryan is top rookie 

Matt Ryan is more than the face of the 
sensationai turnaround by the Atianta Faicons. 
He aiso won The Associated Press 2008 NFL 
Offensive Rookie of the Year award Tuesday. 
Bears running back Matt Forte was fourth, 
in other NFL news, the Denver Broncos fired 
coach Mike Shanahan. 
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REDEYE 


WEDNESDAY 


ONLY 4 WEEKS LEFT 




THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE WITCHES OF OZ 


FINAL PERFORA^ANCE JANUARY 25, 2009 

GREAT SEATS STILL AVAILABLE • (3I2| 902-1400 

or visit BroadwayInChicago.com/bestseats or Ticketmaster.com/Wicked 

BROADWAY ford center for the performing arts Groups: 20+ call 

IN CHICAGO ORIENTAL THEATRE (312) 977-1710 
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Slacker’s 



These 
no-reservation 
NYE bashes 
should 
suit your 
last-minute 
style 


By Lisa Arnett 

No plans for New Year’s? Way to go, 
procrastinator. The bad news is you 
missed out on some smashing sold-out 
bashes around town. The good news? 
You’re not totally screwed. There are 
still some darn good NYE options 
around town, even for slackers like you. 




The Whistler 

2421 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
773-227-3530. 

No cover. 5 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Logan Square’s newest hipster 
enclave remains cover-free for 
New Year’s. Skip the PBR and 
order a cocktail dreamed up 
by mixologist Paul McGee, who 
plans to debut a new list of winter 
libations. DJs Jeff Parker and 
Clerical Error spin. 


Rebar 

401 N. Wabash Ave. 
312-588-8100. 

No cover. 12 p.m.-l a.m. 

This swanky lounge in the Trump 
Tower has taken reservations for 
just half its space to leave room 
for walk-ins. The cocktails are 
pricey ($14 on average), but the 
view of the Navy Pier fireworks 
(8:15 p.m. and midnight) is 
unbeatable. 


Roscoe’s Tavern 

3356 N. Halsted St. 
773-281-3355. 

$20. 7 p.m.- 2 a.m. 

The cover charge at this 
Boystown bar buys you 
appetizers, party favors 
and a champagne toast. 
Take advantage of $14 
Long Island pitchers to 
make sure your crew is the 
life of the party. 


The Long Room 

1612 W. Irving Park Rd. 
773-665-4500. 

No cover. 7 p.m.- 2 a.m. 

Looking for a low-key hang? Take 
away the complimentary midnight 
champagne toast and it’s just a 
regular night at this trendy tavern. 
Get there early to claim a booth in 
the back. 

Lucky Number Grill 

1931 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
773-235-7761. 

$10. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

This Bucktown lounge offers up DJ 
sets all night, plus appetizers, the 
requisite goofy party favors and 
a midnight toast of bubbly. You’ll 
have to buy your own drinks, but 
it’s still a pretty good deal. 


Wild Pug 

4808 N. Broadway. 
773-784-4811. 

$15. 8 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Have a drink and save a pug 
at this recently opened Uptown 
gay bar, which gives a nod 
to its namesake by donating 
party proceeds to the Northern 
Illinois Pug Rescue and 
Adoption Foundation. Includes 
party favors, coat check and a 
champagne toast. Resident 
DJs Bobby Marley and Oscar spin. 


Lucky Strike 

322. E. Illinois St. 
312-245-8331. 

No cover. 11 a.m.-2 a.m.; 
21 and older after 9 p.m. 
This Streeterville bowling 
alley isn’t taking advanced 
reservations for lanes, 
which means you can add 
your name to the wait list 
and then amuse yourself 
with pool, 30-plus TVs and 
half-price Effen cocktails 
until your turn is up. 


USA ARNETT IS THE METROMIX NIGHTLIFE AND SHOPPING PRODUCER. 
LMARNETT@TRIBUNE.COM 

I DON’T SWEAT IT! For more last-minute NYE bashes, 
I check out pages 22-23 or log on to metromix.com. 
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The Autobarn will give you the best 
price on your new Mazda or it will be. . . 


FREE 


uptoiw^ 

Addifsonal Owner 
Loyalty AvsinaUTe 



New 2009 MAZDA3 Sedan 

< ^KE£%for24or 
^ mZm^W 36 mos* 

on 


Lease for: 

$2323 down. No Security deposit required. 


New 2008 MAZDA3 ITR Sedan 

MSRP $18,145 Stock # EZ5267, EZ5323. 

Automatic, Power 
Windows, Power 
Locks, Keyless Entry, 

Alloy Wheels. 


>13,990 



Brand New 2009 MAZDA6 

Stock # EZ7531 Automatic Transmission. 


sAK$io,oai 

New 2008 Mazda CX-9 

MSRP $41,905 Stock #EZ6379 

>31,905 

Test Drive A Mazda Today! 

for excess wear, tear and/or mileage over 10K Mi/Yr, Financing thru Mazda 
X, title, license and doc fee. Competitive price must be legitimate offer oftull delivered 
je-in and in-stock. Dealer reserves right of last refusal and right to purchase vehicle. tO% APR financing with approved 
credit In lieu or rebates on 2008 MAZDA6, CX-7 & CX-9 for 60 mos. = $1 6.67 per $1 ,000 financed with approved credit. 0% APR financing witfi approved credit in lieu of rebates on 2009 MAZDA3, 
MAZDA5, MAZDA6, CX-7 & CX-9 for 36 mos. = $27.78 oer $1 ,000 financed with approved credit. ttNo payments till March 2009 through Chase Auto Finance with qualified credit. ***0wner 
Loyalty of $500 on 2008 & 2009 MAZDA6 and $1,000 on 2008 & 2009 MAZDA5, MX-5, MX-5 PRHT, RX-8, CX9 for Mazda owners. Offers expire 3 days from date of publication. 


stock #EZ7532 
stock #EZ7535 
Stock #EZ7767 


1179 


_ nor 

Lease for: M # 24 mos. 

$2323 due at lease signing. No security deposit required. 

^Closed end lease with qualified credit. Security deposit waived with approved credit. 




iS: on-Chicago 


1015 Chicago Avenue 

(Between Dempster & Howard) 

www.mazdaofchicagoland.com 847-866-ZOOM 


Just 2 miles 
North of Chicago 
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BY REBECCA 
PALMORE 

metromix 

@tribune.com 


WEDNESDAY 

FREEBIE 

Habari 

gani? 

Malcolm X 
Community 
College, 1900 
W. Van Buren St 
312-850-7152. 

Shop and 
celebrate at the 
14th Annual 
Kwanzaa 
Observance 
Program. 

The weeklong 
celebration of 
the holiday’s 
seven principles 
includes a 
marketplace and 
performances 
(noon-4 p.m.). 
Wednesday, 
the Thunder 
Sky Drummers 
perform. 10 
a.m. Through 
Thursday. 




- ^ I 

/'J. 


**The Poseidon Adventure: An Upside Down Musicai” 


Rock the boat 

31 Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave. 773-871-6604. 

Warning: Disaster will ensue— on screen, anyway— when 
Hell in a Handbag Productions and former “Wild Chicago” 
commentator Dick O’Day host The Poseidon Adventure: The Upside 
Down New Year’s Eve Adventure. See a screening of the 1972 disaster 
flick, “The Poseidon Adventure,” while raising funds for a revival 
of Handbag’s campy show, “Poseidon! An Upside Down Musical.” 
Includes a champagne toast, party favors and lots of pre-show 
antics. Retro cruise wear encouraged, ii p.m. $20-$2^. 

A penny saved ... 

DANK-HAUS, 4740 N. Western Ave. 773-561-9181. 

German cultural center DANK-HAUS gets penny-minded for 
its New Year’s Eve bash featuring punk-rock-polka outfit The 
Polkaholics. The party will set you back just $4.99 (the remaining 
cent is meant, in theory, for the CTA) and includes snacks, beer and 
bubbly for sale, such as pretzels ($2), liters of BBK ($11) and bottles 
of Kupferberg Gold ($20) and HenkellTrocken ($15). 8 p.m. 

Don’t drop the ball 

Lincoln Square Lanes, 4874 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Watch a different type of ball drop at the The New Year’s Eve 
Chuckle Bowl Spectacular! The third annual bowling bash features 
Blewt Productions’ humorous, interactive game show, “Don’t Spit 
the Water,” plus pizza, DJ Bubbles Sanchez and funny films. Drink 
specials include $3 domestic beers and $4 shots. 9 p.m. $20-$2^. 

T Classic bash 

Sheffield’s, 3258 N. Sheffield Ave. 773-281-4989. 

If you have tickets to the NHL Winter Classic at Wrigley Field, 
you may as well get up a little earlier than the noontime 
game for breakfast (say, 8 a.m. when the Lakeview bar opens for this 
special occasion). Don’t have tickets? Stop by for a chance to score 
a pair in a raffle and, if you still wind up empty-handed, watch the 
game on multiple screens at the bar. No cover. 

Run for it 

Lincoln Park, 1600 N. Stockton Drive. 773-868-3010 ext. 238. 

If you’re the type who hits the running path instead of the snooze 
button, don’t miss the 24th Annual New Year’s Day 5K Run and Walk. 

The lakefront jaunt, which attracts an estimated 1,500 people, 
ends with an awards party at Sedgwick’s Bar & Grill (1935 N. 
Sedgwick St.) and includes one beer or cocktail. 9:30 a.m. registra- 
tion; II a.m. start. $30. 


HOWTO REACH US I FOR ENTERTAINMENT INFORMATION 24/7, GO TO METROMIXXOM. 


Metromix is published 
Monday through 
Saturday as part of 
RedEye, an edition of the 
Chicago Tribune. 


For questions, comments 
and story Ideas, contact 
Matt McGuire, editor, 

at mmcguire@tribune. 
com 


To submit event 
information for Metromix 

or metromix.com, go to 
metromix.com/listings. 
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WIT - TONIGHT! 

1 TICKETS ON 

LUNAR NEW YEAR\ 


TICKETS ON 

DEC 31) 

t SALE NOW! 

JAN 26) 

\ 

SALE NOW! 


DAVID MN GRIER 

Star of In Living Coior & Chocoiate News 

THURSDAY 

FEB 12. 


TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW! 



TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW! 


SATURDAY 

MARCH 7 



WHERE'^NTERTAINMENT KNOWS NO SDUNDS, 

Just 20 minutes from downtown Chicago • Take the Skyway to Indianapolis Blvd. • 21 9.473.6060 
Complimentary transportation available from downtown Chicago • For more info, visit www.thevenue-chicago.com 

Tickets available at the Box Office • www.ticketniaster.com • 312.559. 1212 

Must be at least 21 for all shows. Must be 21 years or older to gamble. 
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Vella Cafe 

1912 N. Western Ave. 773-489-7777 
The scene: A mostly twenty- and thirtysomething 
Logan Square and Bucktown crew files into this little 
counter-service spot on weekends for brunch-only 
specialties such as crepes and sweet potato hash. 

A special New Year’s Day hangover edition features 
holiday specials in addition to the usual brunch fare. 
Hangover helper: Buttermilk-cheddar biscuits with 
wild mushroom gravy ($8.25; add ham for $2.25) 
Hairof thedog: You bring the vodka (Vella is BYOB) 
and they’ll hook you up with house-made bloody mary 
mix and a fully loaded garnish skewer ($5) 

Hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

O’Donovan’s 

2100 W. Irving Park Rd. 773-478-2100 
The scene: Expect twentysomethings from the ’hood 
to fill this North Center pub’s heated, covered outdoor 
beer garden for a special New Year’s Day edition of 
the regular Sunday all-you-can-eat buffet ($15.95). The 
feast features an egg and omelet station, buffalo wings, 
carved meats, Belgian waffles, pasta and more. 
Hangover helper: South of the Border Skillet (breakfast 
sausage, potatoes, fresh tomatoes, jalapeno and bell 
peppers, cayenne pepper and Cheddar cheese) 

Hairof thedog: White Trash Mimosa, served not in a 
champagne flute but a pint glass ($10) 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 


A whole new chew 

By Julia Borcherts 

For some, New Year’s Day is all about recovery For others, a day off work 
means the party’s just getting started. Whether you’re still fired up from the 
night before or you’re looking for a place to drag your sorry butt for a morn- 
ing-after pick-me-up, these brunches— and our picks for your best post-party- 
ing food and drink options— will help you start 2009 on the right note. 


Start fresh— or 
get your second 
wind— at these 
New Year’s Day 
brunches 


Dunlays on Clark 

and Dunlays on the Square 

2600 N. Clark St. 773-883-6000; 

3137 W. Logan Blvd. 773-227-2400 
The scene: Watch bowl games and the sold-out Winter 
Classic hockey game at Wrigley Field on three 42-inch 
f latscreens at these sister spots. Both locations serve 
the regular brunch menu on New Year’s Day. 

Hangover heiper: Big Mike’s Irish Breakfast (two eggs, 
bacon, sausage, broiled tomatoes, potatoes and a pint 
of Guinness, $12) 

Hair of the dog: Bloody mary with a shot of Guinness 
and loads of garnish ($6.50) 

Hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

JULIA BORCHERTS IS A METROMIX SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR. 
METROMIX@TRIBUNE.COM 


The Smoke Daddy 
Rhythm and Bar-B-Que 

1804 W. Division St. 773-772-6656 
The scene: Neighborhood regulars and visiting relatives 
come to this Wicker Park version of a Southern rib shack for 
the house-smoked barbecue and live rockabilly and blues. 
The special New Year’s Day Southern barbecue brunch 
features smoked ham and eggs, apple butter pancakes, half- 
price Smoke Daddy burgers ($4.25) and bowl games on four 
42-inch flatscreen TVs. 

Hangover heiper: Country-style biscuits and sausage 
gravy ($10) 

Hairof the dog: 11 draft beers including Rogue Dead Guy 
Ale, Hoegaarden and Red Hook I PA ($3.50-$6) 

Hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Kohan Japanese Restaurant 

730 W. Maxwell St. 312-421-6254 
The scene: Traditional Japanese cuisine meets modern 
Tokyo fare at this classy University Village spot. The polished 
vibe gets toned down on New Year’s Day-wear your 
pajamas and they’ll throw in free green tea and fountain 


drinks with the everyday $11.95 all-you-can-eat lunch buffet. 
Hangover helper: Miso soup (for cleansing) and veggie 
and shrimp tempura (for those hangover-fueled fried food 
cravings) 

Hair of the dog: Zen Green Tea Mojito, for a little detox while 
you re-tox ($5) 

Hours: Noon-2 p.m. 

Uncommon Ground 

1401 W. Devon Ave. 773-465-9801; 

3800 N. Clark St. 773-929-3680 
The scene: Offering a bit of bohemia in Wrigleyville and a 
dash of farmhouse chic on Devon, these organic-focused 
sister spots draw an eclectic mix from their respective 
neighborhoods with a solid lineup of regional and seasonal 
cuisine. On New Year’s Day, both locations roll out specials 
alongside the regular brunch menus. 

Hangover helper: Hangover Steak & Eggs Skillet 
(with balsamic cippolini onions, roasted potatoes and herb 
butter, $14) 

Hair of the dog: Bed Head (steamed chai tea with bourbon- 
honey liqueur, Frangelico and vanilla cream, $7) 

Hours: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. (Devon); 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (Wrigleyville) 
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New Year’s Eve dining 


Tabie for two 

Before hitting up the big New Year’s bash, get coupley at Zed 451 with 
dinner for two and a bottle of champagne, file for metromix 


BALLO 

10 p.m.: Italian buffet 
of meatballs, pizza and 
antipasti. Includes a 
DJ and a champagne 
toast. $50; 445 N. 
Dearborn St. 312-832- 
7700. 

BISTR0 110 

5 p.m.: Complimentary 
Bistro Pom, a 
pomegranate-laced 
champagne cocktail, 
from 5-6 p.m. to 
celebrate midnight 
in Paris. Specials such 
as foie gras terrine 
and beef Wellington 
are available in 
addition to the 
regular menu; 110 E. 
Pearson St. 312-266- 
3110. 

CAOBA 

9 p.m.: Open bar all 
night (premium liquor, 
select beers, wine, 
sangria and lime 
margaritas), plus a 
two-hour buffet (9:30 
p.m.-11:30 p.m.). $85; 
1619 N. Damen Ave. 
773-342-2622. 


COCOPAZZO 

5:30 p.m.: Tuscan- 
insplred a la carte 
holiday menu. 
Selections include 
squid ink pasta with 
Dungeness crab, 
herb-crusted rack of 
lamb with pureed fava 
beans and chicory, 
pepper-crusted saddle 
of venison with herb 
farro and butternut 
squash, and more; 300 
W. Hubbard St. 312-836- 
0900. 

CUATRO 

5 p.m.: Specials 
available in addition to 
the regular a la carte 
menu. DJs David Sabat 
and Craig Alexander 
spin house, classics 
and Latin music (9 p.m.- 
2 a.m.). A $60 drink 
package includes beer, 
wine and specialty 
cocktails (10 p.m.-l 
a.m.); 2030 S. Wabash 
Ave. 312-842-8856. 

DUCHAMP 

5-6:30 p.m.: Three- 
course prix-fixe 


menu. $40; second 
seating fully booked; 
10:30 p.m.-1:30a.m.: 
Premium open bar, 
appetizers, favors 
and a champagne 
toast. $75; Combine 
dinner with the drinks 
package for $95; 2118 
N. Damen Ave. 773-235- 
6434. 

FIORENTINO’S 
CUCINA ITALIANA 

5 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 9:30 
p.m. (three seatings): 
Five-course prix-fixe 
dinner includes lobster 
ravioli, beef tenderloin 
and jumbo crab legs. 
$85; 2901 N. Ashland 
Ave. 773-244-3026. 

JOHN’S PLACE 

5 p.m.: Three-course 
dinner and a glass of 
champagne. $26.95; 
2132W.Roscoe St. 773- 
244-6430. 

NACIONAL27 

5:30-6:15 p.m. (first 
seating): Three- 
course meal with 
wine and sangria. 


$29.95; 6:15-8:45 p.m. 
(second seating): 
Three course meal 
with wine, sangria and 
live percussion from 
Geraldo D’Olivera. 
$39.95; Return after 9 
p.m. for music from DJ 
Veritas, party favors 
and a sparkling wine 


toast; 325 W. Huron St. 
312-664-2727. 

ROY’S CHICAGO 

5 p.m.: Four-course 
menu featuring tiger 
prawn maki, Thal-style 
hot and sour soup, 
herb-roasted Australian 
rack of lamb and 


mango butter cake. 
Price based on entree 
choice. $49.95-$85.95; 
720 N. State St. 312-787- 
7599. 

SALPICON 

5:30 p.m. (first seating), 
7:30 p.m. (second 
seating): Five-course 


meal Includes live 
music by Los Duques. 
Menu features entree 
choices such as grilled 
duck breast and duck 
leg confit In chipotle- 
raspberry sauce and 
pumpkinseed-crusted 
rack of baby lamb with 
pasllla-tomatlllo sauce. 
Add matching wines 
for $40 per person. $65 
(first). $75 (second); 
9:30 p.m. (third 
seating): Five-course 
meal with wine pairing 
option and live music, 
plus party favors and a 
champagne toast. $85; 
1252 N. Wells St. 312- 
988-7811. 

VENUS GREEK- 
CYPRIOT CUISINE 

4 p.m.: Multicourse 
prix-fixe dinner. 
$35-$40; 9:30 p.m.: 
Traditional Greek 
meal and wine with 
live Greek music and 
a champagne toast. 
$100; 820 W. Jackson 
Blvd. 312-714-1001. 

VIACARDUCCI 

LASORELLA 

4 p.m.: Five-course 
dinner with a glass 


of champagne or 
wine. Menu Includes 
assorted bruschetta, 
caprese verde salad of 
mixed greens, penne 
alia genovese, rotini 
Santa Lucia, five- 
ounce filet mignon 
and salmon al 
Vesuvio. $59; 1928 
W. Division St. 773-252- 
2244. 

ZED 451 

4:30 p.m.: Dinner for 
two with a bottle 
of Veuve Clicquot 
Yellow Label. Menu 
Items include lobster 
bisque, snow crab 
claws, tobiko caviar 
and miniature desserts. 
$150 per couple; 739 
N. Clark St. 312-266- 
6691. 

COUNTDOWN 
TO 2009! 

Check out our New 
Year’s Eve Guide 
at metromix. 
com for lots more 
last-minute dining 
and party ideas. Be 
sure to call ahead, 
even for same-day 
reservations. 
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Package #1 

Reserved Seating 
Dinner Buffet 

Open Bar from 7:30pm to Midnight 

Bottle of Champagne 

Party Favors! SI 30 

per person 


Package #2 

Open Bar from 9pm to Midnight 
Champagne Toast 
Party Favors! 

per person 
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Wednesday DEC 31st 
New Year’s Eve Bash! 


Skip the ceremony, Crash the party! 
mwLkWjm I iiLLii 
FRIDAY JAN 2nd 


^1.1 ■ !ISul/\ 

SATURDAY JAN 3rd 

MIKE S JOE 

1 ... ,, . , 

WEDNESDAYS no cover! 

ROCK BAND KARAOKE 

THURSDAY JAN 

DIGHEV PIMPHIIS % 




..wmkwmMiMrn 

'* SATURDAY JAN 10th 

TOO WHITE 


.1 1 

SATURDAY JAN 17th 


CLINION 

£ PARLIAMENT 
FUNHADELIG 

o-ii ' 

Tuesdays no cover! ' 

ii IDGAL UNO SHOWCASE 


Coming Soon... 


1/16...FREE SH0W...40% Steve / Sunfallen / 
Clayton Anderson 1 /24...Red Wanting Blue 
/ Fundamental Elements / Chris Buehrle 



1059 West Addison 
773.327.1662 

cubbybear.com 

Kitchen Open Til llpm • 21 & Up 


Advance tickets for all shows are available 
through Ticketmaster and The Cubby Bear 
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Oysy 

Pronounced Oh-EE-She, means delicious 

In Japan, an Izagaya is a bistro type restaurant 
serving traditional food in a relaxed 
atmosphere. Oysy follows the concept of an 
Izagaya. Oysy allows you to sample many dishes 
from the traditional to the exotic and offers only 
the very best of Japanese cuisine at an 
affordable price. Portions are just enough to 
share and we encourage you to sample many 
different dishes at a reasonable price. 

888 S. Michigan Avenue 
312.922.1127 

50 E. Grand Ave. 
312.670.6750 

^ Crand"^399 Oak Brook Center 
^ODSningl.^ Brook, IL 60523 
^ 630.571.6688 

www.ovsysushi.com 



20% 

savings 


Get a massage for less! 

At Cortiva Institute, we offer affordable 
relaxation massage from students 
who have completed over 300 hours 
of classroom instruction, or from our 
professional, licensed massage therapists. 

Winter Massage Packages 

5 Pack Student Massage: $160 
5 Pack Professional Massage: $316 

Now through January 1 1 * 2009 

Call us to schedule your appointment at 

312-753-7990. 

•••* cortiva insrifufe® - Chicago 

School of Massage Therapy 
Massage Therapy Center 
1 8 NORTH WABASH - CHICAGO, IL 60602 


1 . 


New Year’s Eve parties 


There are no guarantees, but you still may be 
able to snag last-minute tickets for these New 
Year’s Eve bashes. 


Last-chance tickets 


ALHAMBRA PALACE 
RESTAURANT 

6 p.m. Festivities 
include appetizers, 
a belly dance 
performance, live 
music, DJ sets, a 
balloon drop and a 
champagne toast. Also 
features an optional 
multicourse dinner. 
$60-$125;1240W. 
Randolph St. 312-666- 
9555. 

BEVIAMO WINE BAR 

5:30 p.m. There’s 
no cover (and no 
reservations needed) 
for New Year’s at this 
University Village 
wine bar. Snack on 
complimentary light 
bites (8 p.m.-l a.m.) 
such as mini-quiches, 
bruschetta and frittatas 


while a DJ spins. Drink 
specials include $5 
champagne cocktails. 
No cover; 1358 W. 

Taylor St. 312-455-8255. 

CASEY MORAN’S 

8 p.m. Festivities 
include an open 
bar. a dinner buffet, 
party favors and a 
champagne toast. 

Also, count down to 
midnight watching the 
Times Square ball drop 
on plasma screens. 
$85-$150; 3660 N. Clark 
St. 773-755-4444. 

CHIEF O’NEILLS PUB 

6 p.m. The bar 
celebrates both New 
Year’s and its 10th 
anniversary with a 
toast at 6 p.m. to ring in 
the new year in Ireland 


and 20 percent off all 
food and drink, plus 
live music from 6-9 
p.m.. a swing lesson 
from 8-9 p.m. and DJ 
Eddie Me from 10 p.m.- 
2 a.m. Also includes a 
Chief O’Neill look-a-like 
contest at 11:30 p.m. 
with a $100 prize. No 
cover; 3471 N. Elston 
Ave. 773-473-5263. 

COBRA LOUNGE 

8 p.m.: Flatfoot 56 and 
Deal’s Gone Bad. Get 
a free buffet from 8-10 
p.m. plus a champagne 
toast at midnight. $10- 
$15; 235 N. Ashland Ave. 
312-226-6300. 

DEBONAIR 
SOCIAL CLUB 

8 p.m.: Includes open 
bar and appetizers, 
music by DJs Andrew 
Vonn and Ryan 
Paradise, party favors, 
and champagne toast. 
$65-$95;1575 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. 773- 
227-7990. 


EDGE 

8 p.m. Includes well 
drinks, appetizers, 
champagne toast and 
DJ sets. $70. 1700 W. 
Division St. 773-227- 
3100. 

HOLIDAY CLUB 

9 p.m. Includes an open 
bar. appetizer buffet, 
party favors and a 
champagne toast. $50; 
4000 N. Sheridan Rd. 
773-348-9600. 

IN FINE SPIRITS 
LOUNGE 

4 p.m. Includes 
appetizers and party 
favors, plus a $9 
drink menu featuring 
Domaine Carneros 
Brut sparkling wine. 
Black and white attire 
is encouraged. $25; 
5420 N. Clark St. 773- 
334-9463. 

JAKEMELNICK’S 
CORNER TAP 

8 p.m. Includes a 
premium open bar. 


^ NIGHTCRAWLERS 



Feeling lucky? 

The guys behind River North clubs Manor and 
RiNo have skewed much more casual with 
their latest project, The Lucky Lady (440 N. 
State St. 312-670-0335). With antler chandeliers 
instead of designer light fixtures and bottled 
beer rather than bottle service, this polished 
tavern has already started to draw a steady 
after-work and weekend crowd. 




JASON LITTLE FOR METROMIX 
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appetizers, desserts, 
spiked hot chocolate 
and cider, and a 
champagne toast. DJ 
Ryan Norsworthy spins. 
Return for brunch on 
New Year’s Day and get 
a 25 percent discount. 
$85-$95; 41 E. Superior 
St. 312-266-0400. 

LION HEAD PUB/ 

THE APARTMENT 

8 p.m. Features an 
open bar (8 p.m.- 
midnight), a buffet 
(8-10 p.m.), balloon 
drop, video countdown, 
party favors and 
midnight champagne 
toast. $59; Late-night 
admission (11 p.m.-3 
a.m.) is $25. 2251 N. 
Lincoln Ave. 773-348- 
5100. 

LUCKY STRIKE LANES 

9 p.m. All Effen 
cocktails are half-price 
for the night. No cover; 
322 E. Illinois St. 312- 
245-8331. 

MIX 

8 p.m. Includes a DJ, 
party favors and a 
champagne toast. Also, 
get all drinks for $1. 

$40. Tickets and booth 
reservations: mark@ 
mixbarchicago.com; 
2843 N. Halsted St. 773- 
528-7569. 

MOONSHINE 

8 p.m. Includes a dinner 
buffet. Belvedere 
vodka cocktails 
and Moonshine 
microbrews, a midnight 
toast, and party favors. 
DJ John Simmons 
spins. $125; 1824 W. 
Division St. 773-862- 
8686. 

O’SHAUGHNESSY’S 
PUBLIC HOUSE 

8 p.m.: New Year’s Eve 
at O’Shaughnessy’s. 


Includes a free 
appetizer buffet and 
live Irish music. Drink 
specials include $4 
Guinness and $8 vodka 
martinis. No cover; 

4557 N. Ravenswood 
Ave. 773-944-9896. 

PLANB 

7 p.m.: Resolution 
2009. The annual bash 
includes a DJ. Skyy 
cocktails (8-9 p.m.) 
and a champagne 
toast. No cover; 1635 
N. Milwaukee Ave. 773- 
252-2680. 

RAVEN’S 

4 p.m.: New Year’s 
Eve at Raven’s. No 
reservations or tickets 
needed to hang at this 
no-frills bash in Lincoln 
Park. No cover; 2326 N. 
Clark St. 773-716-7200. 

THE SHIRE 
PUBLIC HOUSE 

8:30 p.m. Includes an 
open bar (8:30 p.m.- 
12:30 a.m.), appetizers, 
a champagne toast 
andaDJ. $60; 3328 N. 
Lincoln Ave. 773-935- 
6391. 

SOIREE 

8 p.m. Festivities 
include a premium 
open bar (8 p.m.-2 a.m.), 
party favors, a balloon 
drop and a champagne 
toast. Table service 
featuring a bottle of 
champagne is available 
for $30 per person. 
$100; 2438 N. Lincoln 
Ave. 312-576-7447. 

WHISKEY BLUE 

9 p.m.: New Year’s 
Eve 2009 at Whiskey 
Blue and W Chicago. 

Sip signature cocktails 
from a cash bar while 
DJ Uncle Milty spins. 

No cover; 172 W. Adams 
St. 312-782-4933. 


Random Acts 
of Greatness 


A things we’re loving this week 



I The perfectly snackable trio of 
grilled vegan mini-burgers ($7) at 
Morseland (1218 W. Morse Ave. 773-764- 
8900), made with sweet potato, veggies 
and black beans and topped with a chilled 
tangle of sprouts and chili-cumin dressing. 
Share ’em or make a meal of ’em (we admit 
we tend to be greedy). They pair nicely 
with pints of Guinness, which go for just 
$3 on Mondays. 

Q The beef sambussas ($4.25 for three) 
at Uptown Ethiopian spot Demera 
(4801 N. Broadway. 773-334-8787)-tasty 
little pyramid-shaped pastry shells filled 
with spiced minced beef and deep-fried. 

“The Wrestier.’’ Not just one of the 
' year’s best movies, but Mickey Rourke 
deserves to win Best Actor. 

□ The cheery holiday decorations 

at Cortland’s Garage (1645 W. Cortland 
St. 773-862-7877). The long line of stockings 
along the bar deserves an A for effort. 

S The cute, chatty bartenders 

at Powerhouse (215 N. Clinton St. 
312-928-0800). On a slow weeknight, they 
might just mix you up an off-menu creation, 
like the nameless concoction we tried 
featuring St. Jermaine elderberry liqueur, 
Chambord and champagne. 


Exceptional Thai cooking in Thai Atmosphere 


Dine in - Carry out - Delivery 

Come try our lunch special M-F $5.95 
BYOB 

3332 N. Clark St. • Chicago 

773 . 404.2000 

www.thaiclassicrestaurant.com 



Happy Holidays 

See Coupon on our Website 
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NEW YEAR'S DAY 

FOR RESERVATIONS 
CALL (773; 735-5000 


2024- NORTH HALSTED 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
wvvw.ca-Tebabareeba.com 
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"Is there a f' 
way to lower 
my cholesterol 
by changing 
my diet? 

We're doing research to find out! 

Radiant Research is conducting a clinical research study of an 
investigational nutritional product for lowering high cholesterol. To 
qualify, you must be 21 to 75 years of age, have high cholesterol, and are 
able to consume dairy and soy products. Qualified participants receive all 
study-related exams, evaluations and study product at no cost and may be 
compensated up to $700 for their time and travel. 

Unsure of your cholesterol levels? l/l/e can test them for you. 
Call the number below to make an appointment. 

Call Mon-Fri for more information 

1 . 800 . 494.2227 

51 5 N. State St., Suite 2700, Chicago, IL 
www.radiantresearch.com 



RESEARCH 


We Can’t Do It Without YOU! 
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That could be 
you— but not 
Jay Reatard at 
his NYE show 


By Matt Pais 

“Everywhere I go now people are like, ‘Hey 
man, why don’t you want to have a drink with 
me?”’ says singer-guitarist Jay Reatard. “And 
I’m like, ‘Eh, I actually can have more fun 
talking to people sober.’ ” 

That’s right. Reatard, the punk-rock-pop 
artist who has earned a reputation for drunk- 
en, out-of-control live shows after a handful 
of violent encounters with fans (all easily 
found on YbuTube), quit drinking three to 
four months ago. But his shows still are blis- 


tering, churning out some 20 pop nuggets in 
45 minutes. 

In advance of releasing his new record 
(tentatively titled “Watch Me Eall”) in May 
Reatard, 28, talked to us from Memphis about 
New Year’s memories and what fans will really 
get at his NYE show at Empty Bottle— even 
if they expect “that I’ll be some slobbering, 
drug-fueled, booze-fueled mess.” 

Jay Reatard 

When: 10 p.m. Wednesday 

Where: Empty Bottle, 1035 N. Western Ave. 

Tickets: $25, 773-276-3600 


More New Year’s shows 


JUSTICE (DJ SET), 
SOME, PEANUT 
BUTTER WOLF, HEY 
CHAMP, HOME VIDEO, 
WILLY JOY, ZEBO, 

THE GLAMOUR, 

DARK WAVE DISCO 
DJS,SKYLER, BEARIES 
Got the energy to shake 
it all night? 

1 p.m. $60; VIP ticket 
$200. Congress 
Theatre, 2135 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. 866- 
468-3401. 

CHICAGO 

AFROBEAT PROJECT 

Locals take you 
around the world 
for cheap. 

9:30 p.m. $20. Reggie’s 
Music Joint, 2105 S. 
State St. 312-949-0120. 


HOLYF**K 

Canadian dance 
machines get in the 
groove. With Aleks and 
the Drummer, Unique 
Chique. 

10 p.m. $30. 
Subterranean, 

2011 W. North Ave. 
housecallent.com 

THE SEA AND CAKE 

Chicago band scores 
again with recent. 

“Car A/arm.” With 
Chandeliers. 

10 p.m. $20-$40. 
Schubas, 3159 N. 
Southport Ave. 773-525- 
2508. 

For more New Year’s 
Eve concerts, log on to 

metromix.com 


What’s your reaction when 
watching video clips of 
fights at your shows? 

I think it’s funny People 
make such a big deal out 
of it. ... And little do they 
know after the show, any of 
those cases where there’s 
little clips of violence or 
faux-violence or whatever 
you want to call it, it’s like 
I’ve had beers or talked to 
those people or shook their 
hand. No feelings are hurt. 

It was just part of it. It just 
happened. 

What has been your craziest 
New Year’s? 

I guess two years ago. It 
wasn’t that crazy, but it 
seems kinda crazy now. I 
was in a friend’s kitchen 
after drinking all night and I 
had decided to fight this girl 
with boxing gloves. She P**ing swept 
kicked me and then punched me in the 
face, and I fell back and split my head 
wide open on the counter behind me. 
No one really knew what to do. No one 
wanted to bring me to the hospital or 
anything. I thought they were cleaning 
up my head, and it turns out they were 
dumping drugs into my wound. 

What were they putting in there? 

They were pouring cocaine straight into 
a head wound. And I was like, “What 
the P** are you doing? Are you cleaning 
this thing up, man?” 

I assume all these people were doctors. 

Yeah, totally {Laughs} I don’t know, that 
seems like the most ridiculous thing 
that’s happened to me on New Year’s. 
Other than that, I think New Year’s is 
the most predictable day of the year. 
Even the most normal people, even the 
biggest lightweight working stiffs feel 
pressure to have to go out and get wast- 
ed and try to get laid. It’s just this weird 
pressure. It’s like, “Gotta make it hap- 
pen, man! Something magical’s gotta 
happen tonight!” Eor a lot of people I 
think it’s secretly a depressing time of 
year. ... You wake up and the first day of 
your new year, you puke. 

How many years have you spent puking 
on Jan.1? 

Probably every year since I was 17. And 
then the first thing you say is, “Oh, man, 
my resolution is to finally get healthy 
I’m going to do something good for 
myself this year.” And then you puke. 


How long does that resolution last? 

Dude, it’s never lasted more than like 
two days. 

What’s something people should watch 
out for at the Bottle show? 

I don’t know; I don’t think the Empty 
Bottle has any disco ball. That was 
going to be the only thing. Last time I 
played there I slam-dunked the disco 
ball off the ceiling onto some dude’s 
head. I don’t think they ever bought a 
new one. I still have the Empty Bottle 
disco ball in my bedroom. They made 
me buy it. I realized it was like the 
cheapest disco ball ever. It was a globe 
covered in pieces of mirror, and you 
could actually see the tip of South 
Africa where the glass fell off It was like 
one of the employees got their kid to 
make it at day camp or something. 

Do you have a souvenir from every show 
that has had an, uh, incident? 

I guess. Mostly scars, but that’s about 
it. Those are permanent souvenirs. You 
take ’em everywhere you go. 

If people were planning to come to the 
NYE show to see a drunken mess, since 
you won’t be drinking, should they not 
come? 

They should come. They can just look 
around the audience. I’m sure there will 
be tons of people {like that}. I’m sure 
somebody they’re with will be that. But 
not me. 

MATT PAIS IS THE METROMIX MUSIC AND MOVIES 
PRODUCER. MPAIS@TRIBUNE.COM 
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There's still time to wrap up a great deal! 

Don't miss out on these amazing savings! 



Great Value! 

Includes a built-in 
Bluetooth® 
headset that 
pops off to use. 


LGenV®' 


$7999 

$129.99 2-yr. price- $50 mail-in 
rebate debit card. Each with new 
2-yr. activation. 


Buy any phone 
$29.99 or highe 
and get up to 3 

FREE 


LGVX5500 
camera phones 

$79.99 2-yr. price - $50 mail-in 
rebate debit card. Each with 
new 2-yr. activation. 


$119.99 2-yr. price - $100 mail-in rebate 
debit card. With 2-yr. activation on voice 
plan with email feature, or email plan. 


$69.99 2-yr. price - $50 mail-in rebate 
debit card. With new 2-yr. activation. 


BlackBerry® Pearl™ 
8130 Smartphone 


Verizon Wireless 
3G Exclusive 
LG Decoy™ 

OUR LOWEST 
PRICE EVER! 

$-|g99 


These phones do all this and more! 



Message Center 

Text all day to 
friends and family. 


GPS Navigation 

Add VZ Navigator 
for directions. 


Everyone wants America's Most Reliable Wireless Network. 



Digital camera 

Snap and send 
pics and video. 



Call 1 .877.2BUY.VZW Click 24/7 verizonwireless.com Stores open New Year's Day 


Activation fee/line: $35. 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $1 75 early termination fee/line & other charges. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Device capabilities: Add'l charges & conditions apply. Rebate debit card 
takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 1 2 months. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. Network details and coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. ® 2008 Verizon Wireless. TSHF2 
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‘SVENGOOLIE GAGS 

» The chicken toss is 
an ongoing gag on 
“Svengoolie.” Crew 
member George 
Blaise said people 
who collect the 
rubber props from the 
set are called “chicken 
shaggers-one step 
below geek.” 

» Each “Svengoolie” 
episode concludes 
with the ghoul 
talking to someone 
off camera. Viewers 
can see only the 
person’s hand, which 
pantomimes in sync with dialogue that is piped 
through speakers overhead. My hand appeared 
in the “Svengoolie” episode that showed the 
film “Berserk.” “[Your] hand acting met rigorous 
standards,” Rich Koz said. 

» Another running gag on the show is the 
repeated mention of Chicago suburb Berwyn. 
Koz said the joke began with Jerry G. Bishop, 
the original Sven. “When the original Sven, Jerry 
G., was doing his show, ‘Laugh-In’ and Johnny 
Carson both made a lot of small town jokes 
about ‘beautiful downtown Burbank.’ ” Koz said. 
“Jerry wanted a local equivalent to Burbank- 
and decided on Berwyn.” e.s. 


NEW YEAR’S 
EVE WITH SVEN 

Svengoolie will be 
part of Me-Too 
Ch. 48’s New Year’s 
Eve marathon of 
Three Stooges 
movies that 
runs from 9 a.m. 
to 3 a.m. Just 
before midnight, 
Svengoolie will 
be part of an 
“unusual” New 
Year’s countdown. 


RICH KOZ’S 5 WORST/FUNNIEST FILMS 

I asked Rich Koz, who plays “Svengoolie,” to 
name his favorite bad films. Here’s how he 
responded via e-mail: 


» Track of the Vampire 

“Half was shot in Europe, half was shot in 
California-neither knew what they were 
doing.” 


» The Creeping Terror 

“The countryside is attacked by a monster 
that’s basically a huge carpet with college 
students underneath it. They actually lost 
most of the original soundtrack to this 
movie-but still not enough of it.” 


» Night of the Ghouis 

“An Ed Wood movie so bad, it must’ve been 
Plan TEN after ‘Plan 9 from Outer Space.’ ” 


» Eegah! 

“A caveman, played by James Bond’s ‘Jaws,’ 
Richard Kiel, as a prehistoric man still around 
in ‘modern’ (1960s) time. Makes that Geico 
cavemen sitcom look like ‘The Sopranos.’ ” 


» Robot Monster 

“The future world has been devastated by a 
gorilla in a diving helmet. And you thought it’d 
be Rod Blagojevich ...” e.s. 


Fun for all the 
boys and *gools’ 

‘Svengoolie’ a staple for B-Grade horror movie fans 



» Elliott Serrano (left) and other guests throw rubber chickens at Rich Koz (right) 
during a “Svengoolie” taping. Watch a video of Elliott’s visit to the set at wciu.com. 

» Rich Koz takes the Geek Nerd Analysis Test at redeyechicago.com/geektome. 


Fans of B-Grade 
cinema in Chicago 
know where to 
get their fix every 
Saturday night. 

They tune in to 
the “Svengoolie” 
show at 9 p.m. on 
WCIU-Ch. 26. In 
the locally produced 
broadcast, Rich Koz 
plays the wise-crack- 
ing ghoul Svengoolie, 
who uses bad puns 
and rubber chick- 
ens to help viewers 
through the awful, 
mostly low-budget horror and sci-fi movies 
about to air. (This Saturday’s film is “The 
Car,” about a car that “terrorizes everyone it 
comes in contact with.”) 

“We try to make the films more palatable,” 
said Koz, who chooses the movies from the 
titles WCIU has rights to use. 

Koz has been donning the makeup of 
Svengoolie since he took over the character 
from Jerry G. Bishop in 1979. In 2004, he 
was inducted into the Chicago chapter of 
the National Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences’ Silver Circle, which includes such 
local broadcasters as Irv Kupcinek, Harry 
Carey and Jack Brickhouse. 

Koz still finds it difficult to believe he’s in 
the company of such Chicago institutions. 

“People consider that I should be in an 
institution,” he said, laughing. “It’s a nice 
compliment to be thought of in the same way 
as those guys, but I don’t feel like I’m at the 
same level as them at all.” 

RedEye spent a Friday afternoon with Koz 
on the “Svengoolie” set in a small studio at 26 
N. Halsted St. to see what goes into creating 
an episode. 

On the set 

Standing in a colorful upright coffin, 
dressed in his signature top hat, wig and 


paste-on goatee, Koz— as Svengoolie— waits 
as visitors receive instructions on the proper 
way to throw rubber chickens. 

“Lob the chickens across Rich’s face,” crew 
member Malcolm Conyers says, “not at it.” 

This elicits some laughs and everyone pre- 
pares to toss the plastic poultry 

The camera rolls and Svengoolie introduces 
the feature, a murder-filled whodunit called 
“Berserk” that stars Joan Crawford. Because 
the movie starts off with the hanging death 
of a high-wire walker, Koz ends the segment 
with a joke referencing “Mommie Dearest” 
and the movie’s use of the Crawford line “No 
wire hangers— ever!” 

The groan-inducing punch line is the cue to 
start throwing rubber chickens at Svengoolie, 
which the crew does with fervor. 

Production on an episode typically begins 
on a Monday, when Koz screens the film of 
the week. Koz and his crew tape an intro and 
several comedic bits that will be used before 
and after commercial breaks. 

Where other TV shows have teams of writ- 
ers, Koz is on his own for “Svengoolie.” Koz 


also does all the research for each episode, 
looking to his own library of cinema history 
and the Internet for each “behind-the-scenes” 
factoid that he shares about the film. 

“On a Thursday morning I’ll sit down and 
write it straight through,” he said. “It takes 
about four hours or so for me to just sit down 
and crank it out.” 

Director Chris Faulkner and assistant 
director Kevin Reisberg then go over camera 
angles and review the number of audio “drop- 
ins,” the funny sound bytes that help accentu- 
ate each punch line. 

Koz not only writes the scripts, but also 
draws a doodle on the cover. 

“He’s drawn 680 drawings,” Reisberg said, 
“one for each script.” 

On Fridays they film the episodes, and the 
rubber chickens— which were first used by 
Bishop, the original Svengoolie— get another 
chance to fly 

“I am assuming that I MUST continue 
to use them,” Koz said, “since the audience 
demands it.” 

ELLIOTT SERRANO IS A REDEYE SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR. 
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SAVE THE OZONE. 


CUT EMISSIONS. 



WEEKNIGHTS 6:30 & lOPM 
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Todd’S New Year’s Bash 




(Key West EST & Chicago CST) 
Party Favors & Souvenir Pix 
Karaoke All Night 
Guaranteed Seating 
Discounts for 8 or more 


32i^. $K©ffield @Belm 
TraAr Todd.cpm ^ ( 




Open @ 9 am New Year's Day 
Serving full menu & brunch 9 am - 3pm 
$5 Mimosas 

$6.50 Build-Your-Own Bloody Marys 
Free Hot Wings after the Game w/Ticket Stub 



CELEBRATE 2009 WITH SPIRIT! 

Ring in the New Year with Spirit of Chicago's New Year's Eve Cruise and 
enjoy a four-hour party on the lake and an extended dockside party! 

Open Premium Bar | Bountiful Dinner Buffet 
Rockin' Dj for Dancing the Night Away | Champagne Toast at Midnight 
And Dazzling Views of the Eireworks Display 

Hurry - Book Now! 

866.211.3804 | SpiritofChicago.com 

Cruising year-round from Navy Pier 


DON'T MISS THE BEST VIEW 
OF THE FIREWORKS! 


Call now as seats may be limited. 
Prices above do not yet include taxes, 
fees, fuel surcharge or your 18 % pre-paid 
service charge. Menus, times and prices 
subject to change. 


An Entertainment Cruises Company 


MYSTIC BLUE CRUISES PRESENTS 

HclubMystic 

DOCKED AT NAVY PIER 


YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS. 


CLUB MYSTIC’S HOT NEW YEAR’S EVE 
FIREWORKS CRUISE. 


(START ‘09 OFF WITH NO REGRETS.) 


FROM ONLY ^ V ' ^ 

$99.90 


PER PERSON! 


Get out on the water for one great value 
including front-row seats for the dazzling 
fireworks display, hip and tasty small 
plates buffet, premium bar package with 
champagne toast at midnight. Club Mystic 
DJs and dancing plus one boarding photo 

per group. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31ST 
Board 8:30pm 
Cruise 9:30pm - 12:30am 
Dockside Celebration until 1:00am 


MysticBlueCruises.com 888.333.9150 


Call now as seats are limited. Prices above do not yet include taxes, fees, fuel surcharge or your 18% pre-paid service charge. Menus, times and 
prices subject to change. Must be 21 & over with valid ID. 


An Entertainment Cruises Company 


08-2039 





DECEMBER 31, 2008 I REDEYE 




fru 

gal 

JOANNA 

GUSTAFSON 

ritaredeye 

@tribune.com 


Trail blazers 

You may have seen them creeping from the office to the runway-or onto the fashionable JU 
sidewalks. To make blazers more 2009, try unexpected colors, scrunched sleeves or a looser, 
tuxedo-i nspi red fit. frugal fashionista joanna gustafson is a redeye special contributor. 


Silence and Noise 
Boyfriend Blazer 

$68 at Urban Outfitters 


Target Blazer 

$34.99 at Target 


Jolt Blazer 

$48 at Macy’s 


popffashion 29 



J. Crew Boucle Jacket 



$69.99 on sale (reg. $228) 
at 1 Crew 


East 5th 
Jacket 

i $29.99 at JC Penny 



Leather Blend Sofa Sectional $ 1199.99 
OR ONLY $36 A MONTH!* 


stylishly 


LEATHER BLEND SOFA, LOVESEAT & CHAIR 


AFFORDABLE 


$30 


OR ONLY 


MONTH!^ 


Sofa, Loveseat & Chair $1299.99 
OR ONLY $39 A MONTH !* 


Leather Blend Sofa $499.99 
OR ONLY $1 5 A MONTH !* 


2907 West Addison St. (773) 583-2171 8101 South Cicero Ave. (773) 767-1605 730 West Diversey Pkwy. (773) 

281-9991 814 West North Ave. (312) 951-9377 Vernon Hills (847) 918-1061 Skokie (847) 679-1293 Shaumburg 
(847) 490-9790 Orland Park (708)460-4022 Broadview (708)681-2102 Downers Grove (630) 620-0110 

Monday-Friday 10am-9pm Saturday 10am-6pm Sunday 11am-6pm 


JENNIFER 


SOFAS 


SOFABEDS 


*0n approved credit. Roomset valued at $499.99: - $15.00 per month Is the approximate amount to be paid for this purchase after a 10% down payment. Roomset valued at $999.99:- $30.00 per month Is the approximate amount 
to be paid for this purchase after a 10% down payment. Roomset valued at $1 1 99.99:- $36.00 per month Is the approximate amount to be paid for this purchase after a 10% down payment. Roomset valued at $1 299.99:- $39.00 
per month Is the approximate amount to be paid for this purchase after a 10% down payment. Financing provided by CitlFInancial Retail Services. Purchase accrues finance charges immediately & requires payments each month. 
Standard APR 24.99%. Default Rate APR 26.99%, minimum monthly finance charge is $1.50. See store for details. Leather Blend 0611.09, Leather Blend 0611.10, Leather Blend 061 6.29, 1 7% Leather. Not good on prior sales. 
Limit 2 offers. Merchandise pickup may not be convenient or available in your area. Delivery & sales tax additional to be paid at time of purchase. Not all products displayed in all showrooms, www.jenniferconvertibles.com 
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REDEYE 


WEDNESDAY 


NYE SOlPEE! 

CELEBRATE IN STYLE AND RING 
IN THE NEW YEAR AT 
CHICAGO'S LIVELIEST IRISH BAR 
- THE BEST MUSIC OF THE YEAR 
- CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT 
& COMPLIMENTARY PARTY FAVORS. 








The Kerryman 

THIEJ)RIGINAL NAVIGATOR 
523 A.D. 


NEW YEARS DAY 

FOOTBALL SPECIALS 

$3 Sam Adams Drafts 
$4 Smirnoff Vodka Drinks 
$4 O Bombs 

$2 Bud Light & Miiier Lite Botties 
$4 Jager Bombs 
$3 Soco Lime Shots 


^ On the CjORNER OF CLARK & ERIE 

3L2.335.8121 


“Zella - Rated Chicago’s #1 
Eye Candy!” 

...Redeye Newspaper 



"Rated Top 5 Chicago 
Outdoor Dining Alfresca!" 

...Chicago Tribune 


NEW 

YEAR'S 


$100 Open Bar 
9pm to 1 ;30 am 
Bottled Beer 
Top Shelf Liquors and 
Red Bull 

Champagne Toast @ 
Midnight 
Heavy Appetizers 
Party Favors 
D.J. 

For Tickets Call 
Marvin Husby at 
773 . 447.3480 

zellachicago.com 



Handicapped Access ^Digital Sound 
%/ Dolby Stereo ^ No Passes 7 ^ Hearing - Impaired 


G - General audience PG - Parental guidance suggested 

PG-13 - Parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13 
R - Restricted, under 17 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian 
NC-17- No one 17 and under admitted 


DAVIS THEATRE 

4614 N. Lincoln Ave. 
(773) 784-0893 


i (VALUE) 

, Chicago 


600 N. MICHIGAN (AMC) 

600 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 
(312) 255-9340 
Show times change daily 
AMC Select - The best specialty films 

■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) 11:40,3:20,7:00,10:40 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) 11:30,2:10,5:00,7:40,10:15 

■ Valkyrie (PG-13) 10:40,1:30,4:30,7:30,10:30 

■ Marley & Me(PG) 10:30,1:15, 4:15, 7:15,10:20 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-13) 11:00,1:50,4:40,5:40,7:50,10:50 

■ Yes Man (PG-13) 11:50,2:40,5:20,8:00,10:45 

■ Earth Stood (PG-13) 12:15,3:00,8:30,11:05 

■ Four Chris (PG-13) 1:40,4:00,6:30,8:45 

■ Twilight (PG-13) 10:50,11:00 

■ Quantum-Sol. (PG-13) 11:15,2:20,4:50,7:20,10:00 


LANDMARK CENTURY CENTRE CINEMA (LANDMARK) 

2828 North Clark St., Chicago 
(773) 509-4949 

■ The Reader (R) 12:00,3:15,6:45 

■ Milk (R) 1:30,3:05,4:30,7:30 

■ Slumdog Mill (R) 11:00,11:45,1:45,3:00,4:40, 6:1 5,7:45 

■ Doubt (PG-13) 11:05,12:10,1:55,4:45,6:30,7:35 

■ Let the Right (R) 11:10,1:50,4:50,7:40 


CITY NORTH 14 (KERASOTES) 

2600 N. Western Ave. 

(800) 326-3264 #1642 

■ The Spirit (PG-13) ★ 1:40,4:10,7:00,9:40 

■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) ★ 2:00,6:10,10:00 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) ★ 12:20,1:50, 2:50, 4:20, 5:30, 7:10,7:50, 9:45,10:15 

■ Marley & Me (PG) ★ 12:40,1 :45, 3:40,4:40, 6:40, 7:40, 9:30,1 0:30 

■ Valkyrie (PG-13) ★ 12:50,3:50,6:50,9:50 

■ Tale of Desp (G) ★ 1 :30,4:05,6:30 

■ Yes Man (PG-13) ★ 2:15,5:00,7:45,10:20 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-13) ★ 1 :20, 2:20, 4:30, 5:10, 7:30, 8:10, 10:40,1 1 :00 

■ Earth Stood (PG-13) 2:10,4:50,7:20,10:10 

■ Nothing Like (PG-13) 6:05,8:40 

■ Four Chris (PG-13) 1:00,3:30 

■ Twilight (PG-13) 9:00 

■ Bolt in 3D (PG) 1:10,3:45 

■ Quantum-Sol. (PG-13) 6:20,8:50 

■ Madagascar 2 (PG) 12:10 


■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) ★ 11:50,3:10,6:30,9:45 

■ Valkyrie (PG-13) ★ 12:15,2:45,5:15,7:45,10:15 

■ Yes Man (PG-13) ★ 12:45,3:00,5:20,7:40,9:50 

■ Siumdog Mill (R) ★ 12:20,2:45,5:10,7:30,10:00 


FORD CITY 14 (AMC) 

S. Cicero at 76th, Chicago 
(773) 582-1839 
Show times change daily 
AMC Select - The best specialty films 

■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) 2:50,6:10 

■ The Spirit (PG-1 3) 1 :55, 4:30, 6:1 5,7:1 0 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) 12:10,1:30,2:30,4:10,5:10,6:45,7:45 

■ Valkyrie (PG-13) 1:45,4:20,7:15 

■ Marley & Me (PG) 2:00,4:40,7:30 

■ Tale of Desp (G) 1:10,3:25,5:35,7:45 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-13) 12:30,1:40,3:20,4:15,6:05,7:00 

■ Yes Man (PG-13) 12:20,2:40,4:05,5:15,7:40 

■ Earth Stood (PG-13) 12:00,2:20,4:45,7:20 

■ AMC Select Nothing Like (PG-13) 1:25,6:20 

■ AMC Select Cadillac Rec (R) 3:40 P.M. 

■ Bolt (PG) 1:50,4:00 

■ Twilight (PG-13) 1:35,6:30 


GENE SISKEL FILM CENTER 

1 64 State Street 
312-846-2800 
■ No Films (NR) 


LINCOLN VILLAGE THEATER 

6341 N. McCormick at Devon Chicago 
312-642-2403 

Call theatre for show information 

LOGAN THEATRE 

2646 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago 
(773) 252-0628 

■ Twilight (PG-13) 2:00,4:10,6:25,8:40 

■ Quantum-Sol. (PG-13) 2:10,4:10,6:10,8:20 
Bolt (PGl 2:10,4:15.6:25.8:30 


MUSIC BOX 

3733 N. Southport, Chicago 
(773) 871-6604 

■ West Side Story (NR) 2:00,5:00,8:00 

■ Christmas Tale (NR) 2:30,5:30,8:30 

■ Poseidon Adv. (PG) 11:00 P.M. 


PIPERS ALLEY (AMC) 

1608 N. Wells, Chicago 
(312) 642-7500 
Show times change daily 
AMC Select - The best specialty films 

■ Ghajini (NR) 11:00,2:40,6:30 

■ Rah Ne Sana (NR) 11:45,6:00 

■ AMC Select Vicky Cristina (PG-1 3) 11:10,4:50 

■ Australia (PG-13) 1:25,7:05 

■ AMC Select Happy-Go-Lucky (R) 3:15 P.M. 

■ AMC Select Rachel Getting (R) 11:30,2:15,5:00,7:40 


RIVER EAST 21 (AMC) 

322 E. Illinois Street 

847-765-7262 

Show times change daily 

■ AMC Select The Reader (R) 10:25,1:25,4:25,7:25,10:35 

■ AMC Select Gran Torino (R) 10:55,1:50,3:00,4:45,5:45,7:40,8:40,10:35 

■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) 1:10,5:05,9:00 ; 

■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) 11:15,3:05,7:00 

■ The Spirit (PG-1 3) 1 1 :45,2:30,5:1 5,8:25 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) 10:00,11:00,12:40,1:45,3:15,4:30,5:45,7:15,8:30 

■ Valkyrie (PG-13) 10:45,2:00,5:00,8:15 

■ Marley & Me(PG) 10:00,1:00,4:00,7:15,10:30 

■ AMC Select Frost/Nixon (R) 1 1 :35, 2:35,5:35,8:35 

■ AMC Select Doubt (PG-13) 11:05,1:50,4:40,7:30,10:20 

■ Tale of Desp (G) 10:05,12:30,3:05,5:40,8:15 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-1 3) 1 1 :1 0,1 :1 5,2:15,4:1 5,5:1 5,7:20,8:20,1 0:30 

■ Yes Man (PG-13) 10:10,12:50,3:30,6:00,8:50,10:40 

■ AMC Select Slumdog Mill (R) 1 1 :10,2:10, 5:10,8:10 

■ AMC Select The Wrestler (R) 10:45, 12:45, 1:45, 3:40, 4:45, 7:45, 8:45, 10:40 

■ Earth Stood (PG-13) 11:00,1:35,4:00,6:30,9:00 

■ AMC Select Milk (R) 10:05,1:05,4:05,7:05,10:05 

■ AMC Select Nothing Like (PG-13) 10:50 A.M. 

■ AMC Select Cadillac Rec (R) 9:50 P.M. 

■ Four Chris (PG-13) 10:15,6:15 

■ Bolt (PG) 10:10,12:30 


CROWN VILLAGE 18 (KERASOTES) 

7000 Carperter Rd., Skokie 
(800) 326-3264 #2309 

- The Spirit (PG-13) ★ 11:50,2:30,5:20,7:50,10:20 

■ Benjamin Button(PG-13) ★ 12:10,2:20,4:10,6:10,8:10,9:55 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) ★12:00,1:20,2:40,3:50,5:10,6:40,7:40,9:10 

- Doubt (PG-13) ★ 12:45,3:45,6:45,9:20 

- Mariey & Me(PG) ★ 12:40,3:40,6:50,9:40 

■ Gran Torino(R)^ 1:10,1:50,4:00,4:40,7:00,7:30,9:50,10:35 

■ Vaikyrie (PG-13) ★ 1:40,4:30,7:15,10:00 

■ Tale of Desp (G) ★ 11:30,1:00,2:00,4:15,5:00,7:45 

■ Yes Man (PG-13) ★ 1:30,4:20,7:10,9:45 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-1 3) ★ 1 2:30,3:30,6:30,7:20,9:30,1 0:1 5 

■ Earth Stood (PG-13) 11:45,2:15,4:50,8:00,10:30 

■ Nothing Like (PG-13) 10:10 

■ Frost/Nixon (R) 12:20,3:20,6:20,9:15 

■ Four Chris (PG-13) 12:50,3:10,5:30,8:20,10:45 

■ Twilight (PG-13) 10:05 

■ Bolt (PG) 11:40 

■ Slumdog Mill (R) 12:15,3:00,6:15,9:00 


WEBSTER PLACE (KERASOTES) 

1471 W. Webster Ave., Chicago 
(800) 326-3264 #1641 

■ Benjamin Button(PG-13)^ 12:45,2:30,4:20,6:10,8:00,9:50 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) ★ 2:00,4:50,7:10,9:30 

■ Gran Torino(R)^ 1:00,2:10,3:45,5:00,6:30,7:45,9:15,10:30 

■ Valkyrie (PG-13) ★1:10,4:10,7:00,10:00 

■ Yes Man (PG-13) ★ 1:30,4:00,6:40,9:40 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-13) ★ 12:30,1:20,3:30,4:15,6:20,7:30,9:20,10:20 

■ Frost/Nixon (R) 1:40,4:30,7:20,10:10 

■ Four Chris (PG-13) 2:20,4:40,6:50,9:10 


SHOWPLACE 14 ■ GALEWOOD CROSSINGS (KERASOTES) 

E. Side of Central Ave., just S. of Grand Ave. 

(800) 326-3264 #1646 

■ The Spirit (PG-1 3) 1 :30,4:1 5,7:1 0,9:50 

■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) 2:20,6:05,9:40 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) 12:45,2:00,3:30,4:45,6:1 0,7:20,8:40,9:45 

■ Marley & Me(PG) 1:00,3:40,6:40,9:20 

■ Valkyrie (PG-13) 1:20,4:10,7:15,10:00 

■ Tale of Desp (G) 2:10,4:40,7:00,9:30 

■ Yes Man (PG-13) 1:50,4:50,7:40,10:10 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-13) 12:50,1:40,4:00,4:30,6:50,7:30,9:55,10:30 

■ Earth Stood (PG-13) 2:30,5:00,7:50,10:20 

■ Nothing Like (PG-13) 1:45,4:20,6:45,9:15 

■ Four Chris (PG-13) 6:20,9:00 

■ Bolt (PG) 1:10,3:50,6:30,8:50 

■ Madagascar 2 (PG) 12:40,3:20 


CICERO SHOWPLACE 14 (KERASOTES) 

4779 W. Cermak 
(800) 326-3264 #1644 

■ The Spirit (PG-1 3) 1 :30,4:1 5,7:1 0,1 0:00 

■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) ★ 2:20,6:05,7:00,9:40,10:30 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) 12:10,1:10,2:30,3:50,4:50,6:30,7:20,8:50,9:50 

- Marley & Me(PG) 1:00,3:40,6:40,9:30 

- Valkyrie (PG-13) 1:20,4:10,7:15,10:15 

- Tale of Desp (G) 12:40,2:10,3:20,4:40,6:20,9:00 

- Yes Man (PG-13) 2:00,4:45,7:40,10:20 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-13) 12:50,1:40,4:00,4:30,6:50,7:30,9:45,10:40 

- Earth Stood (PG-13) 12:30,3:30,6:10,9:10 

■ Nothing Like (PG-13) 6:45,9:20 

- Four Chris (PG-13) 5:00,7:50,10:10 

■ Bolt (PG) 12:20,2:40 

■ Madagascar 2 (PG) 1:50,4:20 


OAK PARK 

LAKE CINEMAS (CLASSIC) 

1 022 Lake Street 
630-444-FILM #560 

- Bedtime Stories (PG) 12:00,2:15,4:30,6:45,9:00 

■ Benjamin Button (PG-13) 11:45,3:05,6:30,9:50 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-13) 11:30,2:10,4:50,7:30,10:10 

- Yes Man (PG-13) 12:05,2:25,4:45,7:05,9:25 

■ Slumdog Mill (R) 11:15,1:50,4:25,7:00,9:40 

■ Earth Stood (PG-13) 12:25,2:45,5:05,7:25,9:45 

■ Milk(R) 1:25,4:10,7:15,10:00 


EVANSTON 

CENTURY 12/CINEARTS 6 (CENTURY) 

1715 MAPLE AVE. 

(847)492-0123 6. 

■ Bedtime Stories (PG) ★ 11:40,2:05,4:40,7:10,9:40 

■ Frost/Nixon (R) ★ 12:50,4:25,7:20,10:15 

■ Gran Torino (R) ★ 1:00,3:50,6:40,8:00,9:30,10:45 

■ Marley & Me(PG) ★ 11:30,2:10,4:50,7:30,10:15 

■ Benjamin Button(PG-13)* 11:25,1:10,3:00,4:45,6:35,8:30,10:10 

■ The Reader (R) ★ 12:30,4:05,7:00,9:55 

■ The Spirit (PG-13) ★ 11:55,2:30,5:00,7:40,10:20 

- The Wrestler (R) ★ 1 1 :40,2:20,5:00,7:40, 1 0:25 

■ Valkyrie (PG-13) ★ 1:35,4:25,7:15,10:05 

■ Doubt (PG-13) ★ 11:30,2:05,4:50,7:30,10:05 

■ Milk(R) 12:00,3:50,7:10,10:20 

■ Quantum-Sol. (PG-13) 3:45,8:55 

■ Seven Pounds (PG-13) ★ 1:40,3:10,4:30,6:05,7:35,9:00,10:25 

■ Slumdog Mill (R) 1:05,4:00,7:05,10:00 

■ Earth Stood (PG-13) 11:35,2:20,4:45,7:20,9:50 

- Tale of Desp (G) ★ 12:50,3:15,5:40 

- Yes Man (PG-13) ★ 12:15,1:00,6:20 



Where to go for entertainment? Start here. 


ZAP 


pyyTTl What to Watch 


vvvvw.zap2it.com 
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Booze 
it up, 
cheaply 


Chicago Tribune 

It wouldn’t be the holidays without holiday parties. But with 
pocketbooks tightening and year-end bonuses becoming 
relics of the past, who wants to spend hundreds of dollars 
stocking their bar with brand-name top-shelf alcohol? 

Fear not. Putting together a quality bar doesn’t have to 
cost an arm and a leg, said Peter Vestinos, mixologist at 
Chicago’s Sepia restaurant. The best way to cut costs, he 
said, is to steer clear of the big names, like Grey Goose 
Vodka and Tanqueray London Dry Gin. To do so without 
sacrificing quality, find a trusted salesperson at a well- 
stocked independent liquor store. Here, by spirit, are 
strategies for stocking your bar. 



Vodka 

Vodkas are the easiest place to cut corners since they are a spirit 
without flavor. Rather than turn to tony brands like Diamond 100 or 
Roberto Cavalli, which retail for upwards of $60 for a 750-milliliter bottle, 
producers such as Skyy ($14.99 at Binny’s) and Svedka ($10.99 at 
Binny’s) offer clean tastes that are virtually impossible to distinguish 
from ultra-premium vodkas on the rocks or mixed, said Stephen Parnes, 
owner of Armanetti Wine Shoppe and Beverage Marts in Lakeview. 


Scotch 

While single-malt Scotches can run into the hundreds and 
thousands, Speyburn Single Malt Scotch is a medium-bodied 
Scotch that is fruity with a warm, peaty finish, said Parnes. ‘Tve 
turned a lot of people on to it,” he said. 


Gin 

There is a slew of top-notch gins made with complex botanical blends 
that won’t hurt the wallet, said Scott Ryan, party planning specialist for 
Sam’s Wine & Spirits in Lincoln Park. He and Parnes suggest Broker’s 
London Dry Gin ($15.99/750 ml at Binny’s). “It’s got great complex 
flavors that are good on their own or mixed,” Parnes said. 


Seger swears by Evan Williams Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey 
($10.99/750 ml at Binny’s). Another alternative, said Sepia’s Vestinos, is 
to skip the bourbon and pick up a rye, which tends to be spicy and more 
warming. “I drink bourbon in the summer, but when it gets cold, I turn 
to rye,” he said. He recommends Rittenhouse Rye Whiskey 100 Proof 
($12.99/750 ml at Sam’s), which he said is complex with notes of 
molasses and caramel. 

TRIBUNE FILE 


Rum 

When choosing a rum, keep it simple and light, said Ryan. “Spiced rums 
are great if you’re a spiced rum drinker,” he said. “But if you plan to 
stock a full bar that appeals to a wide spectrum of drinkers, clear and 
light is the way to go since it allows you to go beyond rum and Coke.” 
Both he and Parnes also agree on turning to the staple Bacardi Light 
Rum ($12.99/750 ml at Binny’s). “It’s a staple for a reason,” he said. 

Tequila 

For those looking to include a tequila in their bar, Adam Seger, Nacional 
27 mixologist/sommelier/manager, said to look for a tequila that is 
100 percent “de agave,” not gold, since gold tequilas are a “mixto” of 
beet sugar and agave. He turned to Cazadores Reposado Tequila 
($24.99/750 ml at Binny’s), which he said is “the tequila of choice in 
Mexico with its rich amber hue, balanced acidity and flavorful agave 
character.” 


Booze 

clues 

Here are some recipes-courtesy of 
Nacional 27’s Adam Seger-that are sure to 
get your holiday party started right. 

Maple Collins 

Build in a highball glass filled with fresh ice. 
If glass is at all warm, fill with ice water first 
to chill, then dump and fill with ice so as not 
to dilute your cocktail with ice melting too 
fast. 

» 1.5 ounces gin 

» 1.5 ounces maple sour mix (recipe below) 

Top with sparkling water and garnish with 
a lemon slice and homemade Maraschino 
cherry (recipe below). Or add diced apples 
and pears, blood orange juice, ruby red 
grapefruit slices or even honeydew melon. 


Blood Orange Margarita 

Build in a 16-ounce pint glass. 

»2.5 ounces tequila 

» Juice of 1 lime 

»1 ounce blood orange juice 

» 1 ounce agave nectar (or honey that has 

been warmed and whisked with a splash of 

hot water to make it fluid) 

Shake vigorously with fresh ice and strain 
into a chilled salt-rimmed (rub a lime 
around the lip of the chilled glass then dip 
the glass into a bowl of kosher salt) cocktail 
glass. Garnish with a blood orange slice or 
lime wheel. 


Maraschino cherries 

» Frozen pint of black sour cherries 
» Juice of 1 lime 

» Luxardo Maraschino Liqueur (distilled 
from Italian maraschino cherries) 

» Simple syrup (equal parts water and 
sugar brought to a simmer, then cooled) 

Fill a glass jar with frozen pitted black sour 
cherries. Cover with equal parts simple 
syrup and Luxardo Maraschino liqueur. 
Refrigerate. Cherries are ready in 4 hours 
and last up to 2 weeks. 


Hoiiday sour mix 

» Juice of a lime or lemon 
» Maple syrup 

Mix equal parts lemon or lime juice (if you 
do not want to squeeze, just pick up fresh 
citrus juice from the grocery store) and 
maple syrup. Refrigerate. It keeps in the 
fridge for up to a week. 

The maple helps preserve the citrus and 
adds much more flavor than simple syrup. 
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NEW 2008 JEEP 

SPRINTER 144 

Power Windows • Power Locks • Keyless Entry • Advanced Traction 
CD • ABS Brakes • Cargo Group • Light Group • Full Cargo Partition 
, , _ • Power Heated Mirrors • 2 Additional Keys • Rear Bumper Pad 

Jtg • Speed Control and More! • DEMO Stk#7704 

$ 28,999 


SHERMAN 

POPC5E _ I A ^ ■ 

SPRINTER 


of Skokie 


CHRYSLER 


YOUR P BUSINESSUNfC* DEALER^ 

E300CEE 




0 \ 72 » 9 4 10,000 Y^sm 

s IN REBATES AVAILABLE lUIIIVI"4rlVI 


ON SELECT NEW MODELS 


NEW 2009 JEEP 

PATRIOT 



• 16" Styled Wheels • All Season Tires 
• AM/FM/CD/MP3 • 4 Speakers 

• Tire Pressure Monitoring System • 2.4L Engine 

• Anti-Lock Brakes • Supplemental Side Airbags 

• Halogen Headlamps • Leather Wrapped Wheel 

• Solar Control Glass 
• Stk#0294 


2 AT THIS 

PRICE 


MSRP: *20,645 

M5.997 


NEW 2008 JEEP 

COMPASS 



• 1 7" Alum. Sparkle Silver Wheels, All Season Touring Tires 

• Tire Pressure Monitoring Syst. • Prem. Cloth Bucket Seats 

» Front-Passenger Fold-Flat Seat Back • AM/FM Stereo Radio 
w/ln Dash CD Player/MP3 Capability • 4 Speakers 
' Remote Keyless Entry • Tilt Steering • Theft Deterrent System 
• Rear Window Defroster • Tint Glass • Stk#P104 


mm 


MSRP: ^1,280 

lM6499 


^ NEW 2008 JEEP ^ 

WRANGLER 4X4 



• 3.8L V6 • 4Speed Automatic • Air Conditioning 

• Chrome Grill • Sun Rider Soft Top • 16" Styled Steel Wheels 

• Tire Pressure Monitoring Warning Signal • Traction Control 

• AM/FM Stereo Radio w/ln Dash CD Player/MP3 Capability 

• 6 Speakers • Vinyl Seats with Adjustable Head Restraints 

• Full Size Spare Tire #TBD 


2 AT THIS 

PRICE 

15 AVAILABLE 


MSRP: *23, 900 

*17997 



• 3.7L • 4 Speakers • Advanced Multi-Stage Front 
Airbags • Supplemental Side Curtain Airbags • Tinted 
Glass • Fog Lamps • ABS • Rear 60/40 Seating • 
Premium Floor Mats • V6 • Remote Keyless Entry • Int. 
Wipers • Premium Bucket Seats • Tire Pressure 
Monitor System • Air Conditioning • Stk#7490 


6 AT THIS 

PRICE 


MSRP: *20265 

^*14.995 


NEW 2009 DODGE nag ■ ■■ 

CHALLENGER 

!s*22.199 



attention CREDIT_UNION.& AARP.MEMBERS 

. If you are a Credit Union or AARP Member, 

you are entitled to ADDITIONAL CHRYSLER RERATES & SPECIAL SHERMAN PRICING. 

For information caii Janelle at 877-906-6001 


<EW 2008 JEEP 

GRAND CHEROKEE 
LAREDO 4X4 



Wi¥^TaR| 


• Auto • Electronic Stability Control • Traction Control • 17" Alum. Wheels • Pwr Mnrf • Tire Pressure Monitoring Display • Steering 
Wheel Mounted Audio Controls • Supplemental Side Curtain Front & Rear Air Bags • Pwr Heated Fold-Away Mirrors with Memory 
’ Pwr Snrf • Remote Keyless Entry • AC w/Dual Zone Auto Temp Control • Rain-Sensitive Windshield • Tilt/Telescope Steering Column 
* ParkSe nse Rear Park Assist System • ParkView Rear Back-up Camera • Power Adjustable Pedals w/Memory • Stk#P105 

MSRP: 
pra $32,530 

t BUY FOR: 


*21.530Eni 



NEW 2008 DODGE 

AVENGER 


(i w^.irgi^ 


• Auto • Air • 16" Wheels • AM/FM/CD/MP3 • Security System • Keyless Entry • Rear 60/40 Folding Seats 
• Advanced Multi-Stage Airbags • Cruise • PW/PL • PWR Mirrors • Tilt/Telescopic Steering Wheel • Tinted Glass 
• Rear Defrost • Pwr Trunk Release • Int. Wipers • Tire Pressure Monitoring Syst. • Stk#8431 


MSRP: 

*19,630 BUY FOR: 


,i14.992C 


AT THIS 

PRICE 94 AVAILABLE 



JOURNEY 


piiy 44 ian| 


• 2.4L 4Cyi. • 4Speed VLP Transmission • Anti-Lock Brakes • PW/PL • Traction Control • Telescopic Tilt Wheel • Century Key 
Alarm System • Advanced Multi-Stage Airbags • Air Conditioning • Pwr Heated Mirrors • Tire Pressure Monitoring System 
• 6 Speakers • Tinted Glass • Bucket Seats • Illuminated Cup Holders • Rear Window Defroster • Stk#0058 


MSRP: 

*20,285 BUY FOR: 


H4.998E 


AT THIS 
PRICE 

32 AVAILABLE 


J 


NEW 2008 CHRYSLER 

300C AWD 


pi|M 44 iai 4 | 


• Automatic • Power Sunroof • Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors • Navigation • AM/FM/CD Player 
• Protection Group Package • Remote Keyless Entry • Tire Pressure Monitoring Syst. • 18 Gallon Fuel Tank 
•Stk#P102 


MSRP: 

*41,500 BUY FOR: 


!28.997n 


NEW 2008 CHRYSLER 

PT CRUISER 



0^ 

i pi||j 4 Jian) 


• Air, Removable Rear Seat • AM/FM/CD Player • Tilt Steering Wheel • Rear Wiper 
• Tire Pressure Monitoring System • Halogen Headlamps • Tinted Glass • Cloth Bucket Seats • Stk#P103 


MSRP: 

*17,510 BUY FOR: 


*12,987 


NEW 2009 CHRYSLER 

TOWN & COUNTRYi 


I pi||j 4 iJiam 


4 Speed Automatic • 16" Wheels • 2nd and 3rd Row Stow N Go • AM/FM/CD/MP3 • Swivel N 
• Air Conditioning • Sunscreen Glass • Pwr Heated Mirrors • All Season Tires 
• Stk#0276 


MSRP: 

*30,585 BUY FOR: 


!23,997 


aOOO CREDIT? - BMD CREDIT? CML NOW SW-DOG-GOOS 



SHERIMA]\ PHONE NUMBERS 


WE SPEAK POLISH, 
SPANISH, RUSSIAN, YIDDISH, 
GREEK & ENGLISH! 


SALES 

877-906-6005 

i** CREDIT 

M CHALLENGED? 

877-906-6008 

/service 

877-906-6006 

1 # DA PTC 

877-906-6007 


SHERMAN 


On the corner of Cicero & Howard 

7601 N. Cicero Ave. 


vmnnnf. ShermanReUEyeDeals. com 



++Savings based on MSRP, MSRP may not reflect actual selling price. Dealer not liable for typographical errors in this ad. See dealer for terms and conditions. Financing subje( 


and insurability. Some may not qualify. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. 
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txtable 


14 min. 


Think you can beat John? 

E-mail redeyeeditor@tribune. 

com or text “John” and your e-mail 
address to 32332. 

SUDOKU CHALLENGE 
WITH JOHN WILLIAMS 

Listen to John Williams from 
5 to 9 a.m. on News/Talk 720 WGN. 
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TUESDAY’S SOLUTIONS 
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ACROSS 

1 Asian nation 
5 Be _ as it may... 

9 Hatch eggs 

14 Writer Ferber 

15 Broad valley 

16 So out it’s in 

17 Bucks’ mates 

18 DeneborVega 

19 _ Park, CO 

20 Bovine lunch 
22 Roving 

24 Sign up 
26 Exposed a card 
30 Jug handles 

32 Wisconsin mascot 

33 Amounts 

36 Restless desires 

39 Caesar’s hail 

40 Horse’s pace 

41 VCR inserts 

42 Breadth 

43 Seller’s $ equivocation 

44 Blue shade 

45 Cattle collective 

46 “Silent Spring” author 
48 Medicinal quantity 
50 Quite embroiled 

53 Emphasize 
57 One of two evils? 

59 Price ceiling 

60 _ Gras 

63 Organ knob 

65 Lose vitality 

66 Workers’ group 

67 Alleviate 

68 Dosier 

69 Folklore being 

70 Bed support 

71 Snow coaster 

DOWN 

1 Cliff shelf 

2 Decorate 

3 Shaquilleof the NBA 

4 Most prone to be 
impudent 

5 6-pointers 

6 Despise 

7 Cause anxiety 



8 Country singer Clark 

9 Vaccaro and Lee 

10 Took five 

11 Legendary Giant 

12 Mined mineral 

13 Coifs 

21 987-65-4321 grp. 

23 Incombustible fibers 
25 Musical intervals 

27 Loose-jawed 

28 Burton of “Roots” 

29 The way things 


are going? 

31 Wild guess 

33 Stored supply 

34 Of cities 

35 Demi of “Indecent 
Proposal” 

37 Audit pro 

38 Grasped 
42 County law 

enforcement officers 
44 Opium-based 
cough suppressant 


47 Infrequently 
49 MO town 

51 Twisty turns 

52 Peony part 

54 Cyber note 

55 Edge along 

56 Mighty mount 
58 Artist Bonheur 

60 Drinking cup 

61 _-Margret 

62 Roberto’s river 
64 Preferred one 
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HEROIN & PAIN PILL ADDICTION 

Same Day Dosing • Low Cost & Confidential 

• Compassionate Staff • FREE Gourmet Coffee 

• All Public Transportation • FREE Phone Use (local & long distance) 

at Front Door • FREE Week of Services on Your 

• FREE Vitamin Pack Daily Birthday 

FREE Seven Day Bus Pass for Joining When You Mention This Ad. 

SUNDANCE METHADONE TREATMENT CENTER 
4545 N BROADWAY, CHICAGO (773) 784-1111 





GENERAL ADMISSION $85 

6 hour open bar » passed appetizers » party favors 

VIP RESERVATION $125 

Includes private reserved tabie 
complimentary bottie of champagne 
LAST YEAR SOLD OUT! BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY AT: 

www.720CHICAGO.COM‘ 31 2-787-8720 
720 N Wells St. Chicago IL 
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WE BUILT THIS ‘CITY’ 

»»THERE'S SOMETHING VERY FAMILIAR ABOUT NEW MTV SPINOFF »»»»»»»»: 


If it ain^t broke, don^t fix it. It^s a useful mantra anywhere, but on MTV it^s pretty much the secret to success. After taking a while to mull over the network's 
spinoff of “The Hills,^’ which debuted Monday, RedEye has pinpointed “The City^s^^ not-so-secret formula. The show about Lauren Conrad’s pal Whitney 
Port and her adventures in Newark City seems eerily similar to the show about Lauren Conrad and her adventures in Hollywood. Here’s a look at how a few 
conventions from “The Hills” add up to “The City” 


THE CITY’ 


THE HILLS’ 



Aspiring fashionista, relationship issues Emotional baggage, interesting backstory Urban socialites New reality heroine 



Free-wheeling party girl 


Realistic dreams of pursuing an acting career Downtown party scene 


New reality wild card 



Friend with common vanities Scheming “boyfriend” Ridiculous sense of privilege New reality frenemy 
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Aloha 

Woody Harrelson and his longtime 
girlfriend have tied the knot after 20 years 
and three children. The former “Cheers” 
star wed his former assistant, Laura Louie, 
on Sunday in Maui, the New York Daily 
News reported. The couple have three 
daughters-Deni, 15; Zoe, 12; and Makani, 

2, who they referred to as their “goddess 
trilogy” after the birth of Makani. 


STAR SIGHTINGS 

Still don’t have any plans for New Year’s? 
For some inspiration, check out what the 
celebs are doing: 


» People magazine reports Jennifer 
Aniston will ring in the new year at a 
Mexican resort with the Arquettes. And, 
apparently, John Mayer plans to be at the 
resort with his bros, according to People. 


Hot, hot, hot 

Britney Spears isn’t kidding when she sings 
“All eyes on me / In the center of the ring” on 
“Circus.” The singer is No. 1 on USA Today’s 
2008 Celebrity Heat Index. Her public 
meltdown and subsequent second-comeback 
with her new album helped her take the 
top spot, which she reportedly nabbed 
by garnering more media exposure than 
Bradgelina and Jennifer Aniston. Also measured 
on the index: hottest breakthroughs, including 
“Twilight’s” Robert Pattinson and “Gossip Girl’s” 
Blake Lively. 

Celebrity twin 

Do you look like a celebrity? Send your 
picture along with the name of the celeb 
who shares your style to dlhemandez@ 
tribune.com. For Wednesday, we have 
Donnikka Smith. Think she’s a ringer for 
Gabrielle Union? Text “union” and the 
number of your opinion to 47383 . You’ll 
get the poll results instantly. 

J 1 . Dead on 2 . Way off 


GET US ON YOUR PHONE 

Get your celeb fix anytime you want it. Go to 
redeyechicago.com on your mobile phone. 


Guilty plea for DMX 

Rapper DMX on 
Tuesday (right) 
reached a plea 
deal on drug 
possession, 
theft and animal 
cruelty charges. 

The AP reports 
DMX is expected 
to receive a 

minimum 90-day jail sentence as well 
as probation. The charges stem from a 
2007 raid authorities conducted at DMX’s 
home in a Phoenix suburb, where three 
dead dogs, guns, ammunition and drug 
paraphernalia were found. 


» Kanye West informs us via blog that 
he’s staying in for the first time in five 
years! He wants to “chill, hoop and watch 
some movies!” And why the gratuitous 
exclamation points?! ’Ye adds, “exclamation 
points are fun!” Thanks for sharing! 

» In New York, Diddy is teaming up with 
Ciroc Vodka to offer $15 debit cards that 
can be redeemed for taxi rides beginning 
at 11 p.m. Wednesday. 

»SamRo and LiLo were seen Monday 
night in Miami, where Samantha Ronson 
has a gig on New Year’s Eve. 
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THE DIGIT 


19 


Miles per hour over 
the speed limit that 
racecar driver Danica 
Patrick allegedly was 
driving when she was 
busted for speeding 
earlier this month 
in Scottsdale, Ariz., 
according to tmz. 
com. Patrick, who 
was issued a citation 
and is due in court 
early next month, was 
doing 54 mph in a 35 
mph zone, TMZ said. 




Method man 


Taking on the role of President Bush on the big 
screen is a challenge. So how did Josh Brolin pre- 
pare for his role in Oliver Stone’s “W”? 

“I would watch rats in mazes looking for cheese, 
because that’s how I saw him looking for women,” 
Brolin tells James Lipton on Bravo’s “Inside the 
Actor’s Studio.” “He always leaded with his 
head.” 

The episode, in which Brolin also talks 
about his critically acclaimed role in 
“Milk,” is set to air on Bravo on Monday 



Casting 
about ... 


Josh Brolin wasn’t the original actor 
tapped for the role of George W. Bush. 
Who was initially cast? Text “brolin” and 
the number of your answer to 47383 . 
You’ll get a text back telling you whether 
you got it right. 

1 . Liev Schreiber 2 . Christian Bale 
3 . Aaron Eckhart 4 . Dennis Quaid 
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Bacon and Sedgwick in September, apfile 

Six degrees of scammed 

Maybe everyone really is connected to 
Kevin Bacon. 

Among the duped investors left in 
billionaire Bernard Madoff’s dust is Bacon 
and his wife, Kyra Sedgwick, the AP reports. 
A publicist for the couple confirmed that 
they were among the victims of an alleged 
Ponzi scheme. The rep wouldn’t say how 
much of their savings were gone. 

Madoff pegged the losses of all his 
investors at $50 billion, but details of who 
lost what remain unclear. 

Besides Bacon, Hollywood victims have 
included a charity linked to director Steven 
Spielberg and screenwriter Eric Roth, 
whose credits include “The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button.” 

I’ll be bunkered 

Arnold Schwarzenegger officially is a 
national treasure. 

The National Film Registry announced 
Tuesday that The Governator’s landmark 
1984 flick “The Terminator” is among 
25 films that have been selected for 
preservation in a storage bunker in the 
hills near Culpeper, Va., according to The 
Associated Press. 

The movie, about a killer cyborg from 
the future, will become one of only 500 
American films preserved by the Library 
of Congress. (Editor’s note: We’re holding 
out hope for “RoboCop” when next year’s 
selections are made.) 

Eva does It 

Seriously, for the 1 millionth time: Eva 
Longoria Parker is not pregnant! 

At least that’s what the “Desperate 
Housewives” star tells Glamour in a new 
interview. 

“I’ve been pregnant since last spring with 
triplets,” she says with a laugh, according to 
the mag. “No, if I were pregnant [when the 
tabloids said I was]. I’d have had the child 
many times over.” 
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